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AND MILDLY VINDICATED. 


I OR. 10. 
Ipeake as to men , judge what I fay. 


jam ft etiam boc quod voluntate fieré oportet libi- 


extorquet aliena ? LaG@an. lib. 5.Inftit.cap. 1 4, 
Etiamfi t Mugifirat us Legum fuarum Regulis fubditos fuos, Coercere debeat ne Re- 


quaifiam recepte Religions formam approbent. Fides enim per uult 
non Cogi, ac nibil tam voluntarium effe debet ac Religio, nibil a Magiftratn 
Chriftiano m1gis alienum, qudm prepoftera feveritas que bomines hypocritas 
reddat, cofque ore Confitert Cogat corde non Creda, Prof. Leid. Sy- 


Licenfed and | Entred to Order. 


“LONDON, 


Printed by cw. S. for Henry Overton, andare to be 
fold at his in Popes-bead Allg. 


1645 


— 


J 


‘ » 
f 
> 
| 
| > 
7 
fi 


? 
| | 
a 
. 
. 
« | 
| 
| 
4 

| 

J 

» 
} 


+. 


/ 
. 
* 
+ 
‘ 
q 
3 
t 
‘ 
4 
b 
‘ 
a 
ty 
od 


bach) todoe 


® be applyed thereto, among all Arguments of this low- 
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er Region that are handle 


TO THE READER. 
S is the fining pot to filver, 
pratfe ; and ( to accommo- 
AL date onely the moralitie of 
| this fentence to my purpofe) 
is a Booke to its title, 
to prevaricate by prefixing 
cither an improper orimper- 
| fe& or in fignificant title to this Booke, not holdin 
forth fuficiently the nature of the Difcourfe, 
Ie (2s may be early defcryed) is partly of the Magiftrates 
fe duty as well as of Confciences liberty :' It Spaseses 
-needfull to advertife the courteous Reader, that this 
| Difcourfe was intended primarily (as to its ultimate 
and adz quate {cope) Shcly in the nature of a Plea for 
the Liberty of tender Con{czrences and mecrly in relati- 
on thereto,(the condition of the a 
| it thither ) it comes to have (what it 
Be the Magiftrate ;.ctherwife power and antereit ( efpe- 
cially when fo fubjeGed ).are tender*and 
delicate things and our Saviours fpeech of ma | 


To the Reader. 
this ; though the lJeait in that higher fpheare of {piri ey 
tuall rruthes (which God is not jealous of our a 

into, and being familiar with ina holy way ) 1s grea jie 
then it. But-fure it cannot be unacceptable either tok im 
wife and judicious ( Magiftrates,or others) that coun 
not zames of honour a valuable confideration, for lua i 
oftrouble, or to the that looke to thay: 
more then the tzt/e to apologize in the Chrif. 


cifion therof with the fword,as whereby, if 1¢ provent 


| 
an end,he fhal! onely be fure unneceflarily to contr 


debt and fin upon himfelf. Yet not that I would temp} 


the Magiftrate to any thing, whereby he might incur eV 


the {candal! of Scepticknes and indifferency in Religie} 
on, or limit him from lifting up the head of his ome] 


avowed way (above others which he apprehends 1 0% 
fome things alien from the truth ) by a more eminent > 
countenancing and ample endowment thereof with B® 
priviledges of maintenance, &c. (for as He fays; 459 
the man, fo u bis might ; and fo let his Religion be forge 
outward accommodations ; ) or that I would indulge 
orcomply with fuch an unreafonable expeAation 1 
any materially differing Party to ftand upon equal Ry 
termes of outward advantage, and to glory equally Be 
( with the moft received way ) in outward Priviledges 5 


of publiqueneffe and publique maintenance (which aft i 


but Civill and fecular things, andthe Magiftrates 


that he may doe with what he will, and the truth de 

: ) for I wath my hands of thele 

particular of the fecond Chapter ;where# 

tts of the difcourfe may be feene as - 


pends nor upon them: 
in the fixth 


im Other pa 


to be a meanes feparated and anointed by God to fuch 2 


u 
an Magiftrates behalfe, to exempt or excufe him fron J 
the publique determining Cognizance of differencs ii 

in scligion (though this by the way oncly) andthed fi 
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= what I have here attempted, (as it is not carried with 


probatory refpe@ in my heart unto thofe inventions 


+e whiely now like tares, {pring up with the wheat, and. 
wherein many Saints are involved,; but what is {fpoken 
» is (1) in favour of the perfons that differ, not of their 
errours, for |would pleafe my Brother, but to his Z- 
nim fication ; and while I carry his perfon before the 


» Lord with love in my prayers, I defire to carry his. er- 


cf wrong wa y of oppoli ng crrours,w hich, will be as. fruit- 
lefs as ’tis faithlefs, thatthey may apply themfelves to 


By of God, which requires this Libertie (but accidentally 
dot 


ftrange to heare of much weaknefle and many failings. 
© inthe handling of this Argument ( which by the te- 
nour of this proportion, being fo carly driven to my 
Apology, I may well expeé& to be multiplyed through 
the Difcourfe ) but [beg but that charitie to be —, 

| ved,, 


And this I 


= Ihave but a word more,and I have done; Let it not 
feeme an unreafonable requeft to be beleeved, thar 


any fuch reflexion, fo it) was not bred with any ap- 


t 


= 


rours with complaints..(2) To take men off fromthe 


the ufe of the right meanes, as furcas fafe, the Word 


onely ferving to errours ) for ‘its better operation, as. 
require open weather, when the humors 
pare ftirring, not clung up nor reftrained, for to purge 
= them away. I fhall not be offended nor count it 


ti laske,aswhatlamfarfromasking. ~~ 
iy Gre may be carried along and. fupplyed through the 
iw hole difcourfe, aadeach particular therein ; and ifa- 
paflage or inftance upon particular reafon f{peake 
nmeeigher, to bee. rcftrained: hereby and taken downe 
eee which is no fault in an Inftance to need it.) to a Diae | 
haepafon with the poftulation of this Difcourfe , made 
(upon grounds of Morall and Univerfall Reafon and _ 
ait. | 
3 
| ~ 
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of this Book from di or 
she Chriftian AMagifirate, tosmprove bis aushoriste 
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differences 42 matters of the 


The Cog ‘and Coercive boib toge- 
Jed: and the three Chapters stberte are ath 


gut 


| 
By fome few fragments of exam les and out 
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(though elf the Medium be proved by the Authors own 
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imputed 


The, Stat tne 
a 
4, 
x 
a 
yo, 
» 
*w 
4 
7 
4 
n ™ 
2 
oe 
| 
A 3 > eal 
be ¢ 4 
P 
| 
| + 
4 4 ‘ 
f 
» a 
sg 
«2 
4 
% a 
si, 
Bry 
ae 
‘ 
‘ 
2 
- 


= 
4 
4 


» > 
| 
‘ 


| be 
the ths mf its prefervation 
as prodaittion as fora Privee or swhen be fights to difguily 
babs hifi ie ome of bt Snir eal laa 
_bim, end Sghe with neither {mall nor great but bim. When Chriftsvat 
| be borne, all the worldwas to be quiet, and it mas fa, 2i 
“ately after there was a cruel! 3aud then sf other infants badun 
Gat that shat ‘gre 
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it that it 
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‘&-feandalous practices, contrary to the light of nature,or manifel 


Fieligion, 


courfe, as befides 


ancient Bounds, 


Of the. pen ha hath hath chip 


and the things he holds or Ctifes con Cientioully 
of confcience ir felfe, as ic will not, be beholden. to any aa 


liberty, to neither ist capableof ourward reftfaint, they muft 


thorall or {piricuall inftruments chat can worke upon confcience. 
om the exercife or practice of confcitnce, or the perfon {0 exerci- 


then if we Keep but to this terme Con|cience ; firlt all 


good of focietiesy are.cut offynot to trouble us in this matter, as dee 
riving themfelvés not from but malignant willandun: 

Nor yet may all principles hae: derive themfelves from Comfi- 
ence, have the benefic of this plea of Li fo: asto fave their-owe 
nerg,5,as firtt, if, chey, (hall be tound.of a difsbling naturessor 
ing in their due praportion of benevolence to publique peace,libers 


ties, focieties as-in fome of thofe cafes inftanced-by Mt Palmer’, 


as for inftance, Scruple of con(Cience cannor exempt a man from 


bate wel come the State, or the government thereof, 


beleeme.a, Stare to force men to 


totheir 
publique good and fatery And though 


yet the Stare may h 
ave a 
on Ww. isnot the fervice 
inward and {piriruall,yea ir mutt be in fpirit and in sruth. 
shen much leffe may any fach Principles find favour in thisdit 
Cand hat in a high nature and conf 
, a8 the do&rines of the P apifis. The Que- 


too perhaps _) to 


Principles and dhough pei APS erroneons, yet no 


TiOUS'tO publigue good either way 


and of Princes thus allayd and, the ig not 
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_ Chap, I. ~Laberty of Conf{ctence fated, Ce. 


this che Queftion is not inficaed in gradgeo 
Whether it be lawfull for him /pecially, much lefie,whe- 
it be Zeffe lawfull for himthen for orber | men, or genetati- 
on of men, to force in thefe matters : but whether it be lawfull-for 
any man , or kinde of men indifferently. And. therefore though 
there be fome arguments applyed the Magiftrate, in 
the third, fourth,and fifth Chapters ; yet there ante far sore againft 
force in generall, Chap.6, and thence the greatelt part of che 
difcourle is carried yabd indefinitely... 
‘Yet neither in 
‘Magittrates power doe or may beare any proportion of fisbferviency 


the Queftion is, whether outward force be to be 
or env 


toa worke of publique Reformation, and whether he.cannotdoe 


then another man towards it.. Wee, freely. grant-he may doe 
w 1S as an unto nis, 
Whether to other meanes he may adde torce. . 


will ic feeme unrighteous in our.epes, thats dine 
M Can by every moan lit place 


OF €rror. in equal and fetled. times wherein juftice and 
in 

hy bat fhall nog othe as is 

relargely before to the Reader $0 

bebucby withholding their own favours ». and. not by. taking 

their Brechrens rights, and that it proportion 

to the demerit heir difference » Alifcerning, between the 


in thofe shings are even by rhe 


remote from the vitals and igiony 
and ofa very comtroverfall navure: for thefe, the 
of ey ement £0 j finds) 


honour 7 


is the Queltion, Whether the Chriftian - 


asthey judge them tobe in truth.- 
their brethrens meceffities fafferings, nor 


$3 


5: 
3 


> 
< 
. - 
4 
> 
ye 
4 


4 
Pevs.t4- be® praifed, (i.) countenanced, authorized, and rewarded , thenif 


whiz of a juft proporcion be obfervedyand no more praife and 
honour be detraéted from fuch brethren, then the demerit of their 
~difference cals for, I hope they fhall neicher be put to fy for feare, 
~or dye through want. 
3. "Nor doe we quieftion, whether the Magiftrate may not to this 
“megative difcountenance, adde pofttive viz.todeclare againft errom, 
as well as che Minifters to convince and exhort againit them. _ 
9. Nor whether(aniong us)errors of manifeft fcandall and danger 
to mens foules and confciences, as Arrianifme, Socinianifme, Fami- 
Vifme, ovight not tobe reftrained by the Chriftian Mayiftrate, 
and the Affercors and maintamers of them, incerditted under 
halties, che divulping or {preading of them by publique preaching: 
‘or printing. For though God alone can convince and reduce sber 
‘eoniciences yet to preferve che ackzowledged truth from being 
‘phemed, and the conftiences of others yet free and disingaged from: 
dyeing feanduliked and corrupted, is a work of love and charity, which 
the Magiftrates arme is requifite,and muft extend ic felfeunto,asin- 
deed alone bearing fafiictent proportion to fuch a fervice, asthe 
preventing occafions and ‘removing fuch like 
temptations out of the ‘way, which thé fecular power can doe, 
* 1 Joh.2. though: che * anoynting of che Spiric muft prefef've their confciences 
fmwardly, and enable them upon all occafions.to difcerne between 


10. though we cannot likely’ be miftaken ) wee doe declare 
that fuch liberty:as we plead ‘forin the cafes fpecified, is norby uf 
nor ought tobe by ‘any reputed asa vindication, juttification,fani- 
on or eftabliffiment of any. opinion or way fo volerated, {4s nofin © 
nor error;2s the truth and Orthodox) as fome may poffibly think 5 
efpecially, if they beufed fo lightly to difcharge their omne refpeBts 
and countenance to the truth they profefleand avow, as counting: 
| | ft almoft enough to doe motbing ag it : Whereas did they under- 
| 


ftand their duty tothe truth, and falfill it, chey would fee a great > 
doore of meg strve iicon ice opened to them againft errours,. 
whereby chey might put: a bro difference berween them and the 
truth they embracefeven as if lively.commutiion of Chutches were 


would appeare a terrible chin 
be not all chat wee allow in form 
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Chip. 2. ~ Liberty of cobfcience fated, Gc. 

by this liberty wee onely referre mens confciences to God 
histime, not ceafing to ule all proper meanes in the 
 meane time: And chis'onely in thofe things ‘that pertaine onely to 


that the Chrifiian Magtftrates office beares 


fo the Chane of 


requires that we thele agree, as as 
wherein we differ. Though it be cafier to fay what the Ma- 
giftrate may do,then what he may: We are never inore 
then-when we goe about co make forrwes and fof be de~ 
_finitive comprehentive Dudors-of that which we mutt be learners" 
proficients in all our life time.. Efpecially in things‘of* this nature,. 
which may better be perceived & difcerned spor ocoafion from time. 
_ to time, by the humble and godly ,:then digefted inco a few Rules 
or Canons. This premifed chat the daty of a Chri- 
ftian Magiftrate is fomewhat more then of another Magiitrate. 
Civill protection is that which all Magiltrates owe,whetherChritti- 
not Chriftian, to all divers within their Dominions, 
whether Chriftion or not Chrittian, as founded upon fuch 
tting afide Religion )as’ 


being reyie cannot with juftice be 
itrate owes fon more tothe 
truth he and are 4 that profefle the fame wich him ; 
which dary of his differs onely in degree, notin kinde from the ditty’ 
ofanother Chriftian char isno Magiftrare. For che dutyof 
every Chriftiam 4 to improve every talent: and advantage encrulted: 
‘Wich him, for the honoar of Chil, and good of the body to the- 
utmoft, in alawfull way. Soa Chrittian Magittrace, if he have (a3: 
hath)by vernie of his- atalent and advancage above: 
other men she is‘ bound: ivall lawfull wayes,totheafore- 
faid'parpof. To which he dire& even all the common a&s ' 
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The anctent Bounds , or Sod. 


the outward benefits of Magiftracyy7#z. peace and plenty, &c. yet 
ought Chriftian Magiftraces principally ex intentione vo theis 
whole government to the good of the Chsrches, and the glory of 
God therein ; for as much as all things are the Churches, and for the 
Churches. And doubtlefle , Magiftracy, though an Ordinance of 
man, yet is a moft ylorious Ordinance,and of fingular ufe and fer- 
vice, if rightly applyed to the Charch ; as I fhall thew gradually in 
 thefe fteps. 
1. Morality is _ Firlt , Magiftrates doe prepare by a good Government for the 
within nis Gofpel ; Civility not refted in, nor miftaken for godlineffe, makes 
Coenizance. men in a more proximious outward Capacity for , and di{pofition 
towards Religion, in as much as they are th reftrained from 
yrofle prophanenefle, and infolent oppofition of the cruch, where 
the Word may come amongft them with fafety to the perlons 
of thofe bring it; accor@jng to which part, Chryfoflome fayes 
well; That the Magiftrate helps the Miniltry, viz. by taking cog- 
nizance of all morall vices,and it is their part not to commend one-. 
but, to.command a good morall converfation of their Subjets, 
at leaft negative : In which cafe again Chryfoftome fays well; That 
good Princes make vertue eafie, while they both urge it with their 
example, and drive mento it by feare and punifhments. .. | 
But now for fupernaturall giftsyas or common, 
to makeia.:man of this or that judgement or opinion ; or faith, to 
make a maniof thisor that praétifein Religion, may not be requi- 
red by the Civill {word it may be perfwaded, induced by exhor- 
tation, example, or {uch meanes, and that’s all. And fo Chryfaftome 
in.purfuance of his former fentence,mamaely, the afliftance that Ma- 
giftracy contributes to, the Miniftry, hath thefe words ; For wee. 
Clays he ) teach men loyalty, chaftity, modefty, and debort. shem from: 
murder, falfe-witnefje-bearing, adultery thefts, but the Magifirate takes: 
cognizance of them at, his And, Origen in like manner feemes, 
tomake this the adequate, obje& of the Magiftrates compulfive, 
_ power, upon that place, 4G.15. It feemed good tothe Holy Ghoft and | 
to lay no burden upon But if they will not charge 
them with more precepts, doe they give them liberty co murders, | 
thetts,perjuries,luft, adultery? in no,wifesout'of thefe cherewasno, 
need to fay any thing ; for they.are within che Magiftrates cogni-' — 
a prohibited by the Civill Lawes. And by the scans 


Chap. 2. Confesience fiated, Oe. 
fore hath irthe denomination or diftin&ion of CiziJ power, but thar 
(ex vi vocis Civility is thenext; moft proper, immediate, and al- 
moft urmott care and extent of this power ? For though the Chri- 
ftian Magiftrate well difcharging his place, doth promote the piri 
tusll good and edification ot che Churchessyet not immedi and 
directly, but by and through a politique good,.as he procures reft 
and fatety co them,and fo they are edited, Aét.9.31.°Which.is a 
very contiderable and .needfull fervice, whilethe publique worfhip 
and the Churches in the exercife thereof(though according to their 
deing in the Spirit,, they tran{cend che underitanding. 
_-and principles ‘ot the world, yet ).are\circumiftanced 8 bibited with — 
fuch outward relacions and confiderations as need fuch azorldly - 
viltonswhich Magittracy applying ic felfe unto God, hath there- 
fore y the rule of proportion, 1 Cor.1 2.23. whereby the leffe ho- 
nourable parts have more honour given them ) provided a mre a> 
bandant worldly honour for the Magiftrate(chen for Ecclefafticall 
_Ofhcers )for their worke fake.And:is not here a greavdeale of work, 
and_encugh to take up a whole man, and may not very acceptable — 
feryice be done to God herein, and much good .redound to the 
Church, while not oncly che Church hath hereby fairer quarter in 
worlds but’a rudespreparation is madefor:the Gofpel?) 
wee have committed to the Maviitrave che chatge of the 2. The 
_fecond Tables, viz. Materially , that is heis not to fee God ditho- Table how. 
noured by the manifeft breach thereof, or any part thereof; But is frre. 
that all? No furely; He may enter the vaulteven of thofe abomina- 
_ tions of the firft Table, and ferret the Devils and Devil-worthip out 
of their holes and dennes, fo far as Nature carries the candle before 
| him: Therefore icfeemes to me that Polutheifme and Acheifticall 
dottrinesswhich are fins again the fiyt Table and Comniandement; 
_ and Idolatry; (which is againft thefecond Commandement) fuchas 
may be convinced by naturall light, (or the letter-of the command 
where the Scriptures are received ‘as the worthipping of Images, 
_and the breaden -god, the grofieft Idolatry of all ; ‘thefe fo far forth 
asthey breake out and di(cover themfelves, ought to be reftrained,; 
exploded by the Chriftian Magiftrate; for’tis that which a. Hes- 
__-thens light fhould not tolerate, nature carrying fo far; 
allo blapphemy, which is .againft the third Commandement, and is 
acommon nufance:to'man-kind ; and the infolent prophanation of 
the 


| 

| 

| 


3. Generally 
reccived 
Principles. 


_ lived under the Gofpell within his Dominions. And the reafonit, ¥ 
Becaule thefe Principles fall inco the fame rank and order andcon- © 
fideration wit'i “natural! Principles, in as much as they are not 
onely habituated unto men as naturall, but zttefted unto within by 
a aivinely-impreft Confctence, though but naturall and inacome 
mon way. And although in treating hereof, Ihave reflected mach 


*,Cor.t 3.14, 


The ancient Bouwds,0r 


the Lords day (though the keeping of it be not obvions to Natura 
light ).ought not to be fuflered by the Chriftian Magiftrate; fo, 


herein (as in che former) no mans /zberty is infringed, nomansCon 
feience inthrall’d, truth not at all prejudiced or obftrutted, while 


onely manifeft impiety and prophanenefle iS excluded, and the peace 


of chofe that are better difpofed procured, and féandall avoyded by | 
thefe Negatives. And thus farre the Magiftrate is Cuftos utriufom | 


tabule, not to require the Poftive fo much,as to reftraine the Neg» 
tive; and all chis Natwretcaches hitherto. 


But thirdly,as belonging to the third(Commandement,the Chri- 
ftian Magiftrate may,not onely require a converfation and praftife | 
moralized according to the Principles and light of Nature, where | 
they run /oweft,as among the Heathen; but as they are improvedand |. 
raiied by the Gofpel, through the common irradiation thereof: —~ 
For Confuetudo eft alteranatura, Cuftome or Education is another 
nature. And look what notions fall upon every underftanding,that 7 
is fo fituated, or look what impreflions are made upon every natu- || 


rall con{cience by the Gofpel, which ripens and meliorates nature . 


in {ome degree, and hath at leaft fome fruit and {uccefle whereever | 
it comes, though it. do not change and fan&tifie: I fay thefe fruics, | 


tales qutales, the Magiftrate is Gods Titheman or Officer to gather 
them in tor him, and to require a demeanor f{uitable to ftich an ac- 
knowledged light, at leaft negatively, that is, to reftraine the contra- 


ry, that fothe mame of God be not taken in vaine. As to inftance, |. 
thongh it be nor eruable by the light of Nature , the article of the * 
‘Trinity, or the perfin and Office of Jefus Chritt,yet fare to teach do * 

&trine that denies either of chefe,where the Gofpel hath founded, is | 
not tolerable;Or to deny the Refurre&ion,or a Judgement day,&e. 
J fay, the Chriftian Magiftrate ought not to tolerate the teaching | 
of {uch Contradictions ( in an inftru&ed Common-wealth) to ree 


ceived Principlesand manife{t impreffions upon all héarts that have 
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onely, nor bigheft confiderations, which the Magiftrate as a Chrifi- 


tious Heathen. 


| 
‘Chap.2. Liberty of Confeience fated, 

confifting of focietier, yet I make not thefe the onely grounds, authori- _ 
is Chriftian(of whom this Chapter {peaks) 


_ to the premifes, nor the s/timate end & {cope heisto ayme at there- 


in.For thongh thelight of Nature be GodsLaw in the hearts of men, 
not to be violatedyand the prefervation of focieties one end thereof, 
not to be defpifed ; yet certainly the Chriftian Magiftrate,as he hath 
his authority from God, fo he is to take the Rife of exercifing it 


from him who hath not committed to him the fword in vaine; and he is 


to ayme at the glory of God ( the preventing or redrefling his difho- 
nour ) in every a& thereof, and to punifh evill out of that confide- 
ration thatit is evil/:though God hath given him that Reto pro- 
ceed by, and to make oxt the-evill.of evill to the world , even the 
contrariety thereof-to the light of Nature, and the good of Societies. 
Wherein alfo God hath admirably fhewed his wifdome and good- 
neffle, both in twifting and combining fo the interefts of bis glory, 
(in this fenfe we fpeake which is negative ) and the happineffe of fo- 


 cieties, that this latter cannot be without the former: and in laying 


no other burthen on the Chriftian Magiftrate for the .A4ateriale, 
then what is within every mans Cognizance, and the light of Na- 
ture will lead him to. And though :( asis faid in effle& already ) 
we make not the light of Nature, and the confifting of focieties,the 


an is to hold forth before God, and into which he is to refolve his _ 
a&, (I fay as a Chriftian, though as a Magiftrate he ought to hold 
out thefe Principles to the world, and build them ; but asa 
Chriftian he is bound certainly ( as every man_) to make every fer- 


y vice as favonryas may be, grafting them with the deft Principles ) yet 


certainly, they may very well be Harmonical/ reafons, and additio~ 
xallinforcements, even to him that is a Chriftian, when the AZate- 
réale of his duty is no other then what may beconvinced and infor- 


ced by the light and principles of Nature, either (Prima or 4 primis 
_ orta)and is but the o/d Commandement ; though if he be a Chrifti- 


an, itis a new Commandement to him, and according to the for~ 
mle is diftinguifhed effentially from the a& of a wife and confcien- 


Fourthly, The Chriftian 


Magiftrate owes a duty about the 4. The exter- 
 ternall peace and erder of the Churches to look to that ;¥ or though 

= the Magiftrate take not Cognizance of feverall forms and opinions 


Churches, 
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10 The ancient Bounds , or Sed. 1. 
in Religion, yet of the outward manner and order he doth, and 
ought, and to bound and reétifie that is his place,and to punifh dif- 
) } order, and all this ( what ever noife it makes ) is but a Civill thing, 
For there are thefe two things goe to Religion; The thinzir fl 
and the mznaginz of it ; Though confcience is not to be forced to 


according to peace and com-lineffe by the Civill Magiltrate. 


ges for the doeall chat he is able and hath opportunitie to do in the behalfe of 
promoting of 


a oe truth, fo that he keep on this fide of force; as for inftance, He 
this fide of Ought to be Exemplary in the profeffion of the truth, a8 Fofbus was, 


( as alfo in his Exhortation of the people ) he is without all {cru- 

ple imitable by all in eminent place or authority, though the faith 

of their Subje&s or Tenants is not to be pind upon their fleeve, yet 

_if cheir example, countenance, intereft, exhortations will gaine any 

zg credit to the truth, itis an honeft way to make ufe thereof. Nay, if 

_ God hath given them parts to contend for the truth , and ftop the 


to propofe thetruth to all, to apply meanes for the reclaiming of 
thofe that erre, and to fend forth Teachers into blind and ignorant 

_ places, where they are not capable of the care of their own foules: 

-. and tocall Synodsor Affemblies to conferre their light in relation 
_ toa'workof Reformation,or to the folving of fome particular dif- 
ficuldes. In a word , he may doe any thing for the truth, fo that 
when he have done, he leave men to their confciences that are of a 
different minde from him, and manage that difference without of 


fence. 
6. Adefenfive  Sixtly and laftly , The Chriftian Magiftrate ought to be a Nar- 
fing Father to the Church to truth and godlinedie. 


ther by the feed of the Word. But the Magiftrate is to conferve 


and maintaine the Churches peace and liberty. in the exercile of 
their confciences , and 1 


according to their light ; and {o he is to-exercife weet cid 
for Religion both athomeandabroad, 


ee 
| 


or from the thing, yet the manner of the pra&tife is to be regulated 


All meanes  Butall this yet is but extrinfecall to Religion; may the Chriftian | 
and advanta- Mf agiltrate come no nearer? Yes doubtlefie, he may and ought to 


forcing. Fofb.24. 15. As for me and my boufe, wee will ferve the Lord. Wherein 


I Father he is noc , that is Chrift, the everlafting Fae. E 


worlhipping of God in all his Ordinances © 


mouthes of gain-fayers, they ought to ufe them, by writin 9 or dif. + 
‘puting, as their Charge will give them leave. They may and ought 


¢ 
f- 
° 
| 
| 
| 
4 
truth. 
And 
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| 


fore.) I fay, this provi 


. be found of chem feeking him and his will, in and by all lawfull 
‘wayes and meanes, and of the particular advantage 


Chap. 2. Liberty of Conference fated, CPC. 


And this refpeét he is to bear to all equally whom ‘he judges to 
be che children of truth in the maine, coma {cabby or itchy chil- 
dren through fome odd differences, in which things though he be _ 


not to further them or edifie them ( wherein he apprehends them _ 


alien from the truth ) by any compliance, but to leave thofe opi- 
nions tothemielves to ftand or fall; yet ( notmwithftanding them ) 
he isto afford to them his Civil protettion, they managing their 


or prejudice them at all in the intereft they have in common warn 
and protection ; but if any affaulc them in an unquiet way,th | 
defended, the sie punifhed. So that wich this di 


isthe Magiftrate to carry himfelf towards the acknow truth, 


and the reputed errours,(I meane fo reputed by him ) he may and 


ought co do all he can to promote and inlarge the truth he ownes. 
Heis not to doe ought 


the other in nor fuffer 


any to doe ought againft them, fave to app meanes, to 
preach, write, aifcourle, difpute, them, which kind 


~ of fighting is allowable among Brethren, fo it be with right fpi- 
wits. 


T expe&t here to be demanded, What I chinke of this prefenc 


and of their and what 
-Ithinke of this Aflembly? 


bed and allowed in this Chania as ( warrantably and lawfully ) 
—- an opportunity, God hath put 


into their hands for the 
euffien of truth, for which mindeof theirs 
Chrift and the Churches awaites them : and I hope 


or the Aflembly , looke upon them, not as a National] Pref~ 
cone of the Churches in Eng/and, but as godly and learned men, 


ted by the power of the State. And I and all the people — 
may and caght to fecke a proofe of Chrift {peaking in them, 
iad oo doe, by vertue of general to his le to 


of their abili- 


ty: asin every the aremoft exercifed in it, 


| 


Thefe differences ought not toimpaire 
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princeps preach 
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The anctent Bounds, or Sef. 


not tyed by any fpeciall or particular promife to be prefent with 
them, as he is toa Church, Mat. 18. therefore I ftand ready to em- 
brace any light , chat Chrift fhall pleafe providentialy to minifter 
unto me by their hands; but tie my-felfe by no meanes to their ar 
bitrament, further then I:fee it:to be according to the Word; for 


Chrift never made them the Lords of my faith ; no not if they were. 


the Apofiles themfelves. 

Thus [have given my judgement ( at léngth ) in this matter,and 
I chink I give not much ‘leffe power to the Magiftrate in Religion, 
then hath been by our moderne, and more moderate Writers afcri- 
bed to them, who contend on their behalfe for no more, but oxt- 


ward Jurifdittion, and ftate the *Primacy of the Magiftrate onely 


in the external policy of the Church, relating onely co fuch a&s as 
thefe,Syxodum convocare authoritate publica ,Conftituere falaria Mini- 
firis Ecclefie , Ecclefie procurare confervare per Minifros, 
Eecleftarum jura conftituere, But including no power,as hath 


been difputed again‘t, for that appertaines not.to the outward poli- 


ty of che Church. | 


_ And my judgement herein,for the Magiftrates intermedling thus 


farre, is founded upon th Reafon or Principle ; It is lawfull for 


every man, (and fo for the Magiftrate) nay, it is his duty to doe all 
be can for the truth ; but it isunlawfall to do the léaft ching agsinft 


the truth. Now becaufe by earneft invitations, hearty recommenda- 
tions, exemplary profeffion, generall' tuition ; in a word, by offering 


and propofing, not-magifterially forcing , commanding, impofing, . 


much and great and ‘certuine fervice may be, will be done for the 
truth;zand nothing agzinft : And becaufe by the other way of for- 


ibiting, cen{uring, punifhing/impeacht in this difcourfe) 


though fomething may /ight tor the truth, and fometimes (as in Ax 
Jiens dayes is noted in the cafe of the Donatifts ) yet much more pre- 
yadice is much more probably like to redound to the truth: Man 


atin errors, and more prejudiced againft the.right wa 


the force that hangs over th here 
Ceca! angs over them, t fore that is la 


And in relation to thefe benefits 


ded firft.of all when they come 


ya 
truth fnibd, kept low,or quite kept out ; Men confirm’din obftinacy, 


which the Church reapes,.and 


expect from Chriftian Magiftracy,the Churches are comman- 
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‘Chaps 3. | Liberty of Confcience ftated, Gc. 


He Magiftrates Cogniz.ance of Religion, and the differences 
therein, is not the Conclufton difpuced againft in this dif- 
courfe. It is fufficiently done already by many able men, 
and all the Presbyterian Authors agree with usin it, allowing him 
onely that which is to be allowed every man, viz.to lead forth his 
a& ( what ever it fhall be found to be ) under the condu& of a par- 
ticular or perfonall Cognizance, but a publique Magifteriall. binding 
Cognizance they deny ; theretore to doe this were but aum agere. 


Neverthelefle, becaufe fome few confiderations have been miniftred- 


to me in my own thoughts concerning this,I thought good to offer 


them being not many ; as alfo becaufe the Cognizance difproved — 


may ferve as a Medizm againft the Coercive 2ét. | 
That this publique determining binding Cognix mcey belongs not 


to him,appeares..a. Becaufe it belongs to another charge, viz. to the 
Church properly and peculiarly to try the {pirits, and judge of do- 
ines, therefore it is «{srpation of the Churches power and inte-- 


reft co take this out ofher hands. 1 Tum.3. 15. The Church is there 


declared tobe the Pillar and ground of the truth; Nota Pillar, onea- 


mong others, but the Pillar and ftay of the cruth ; in allufion tothe 
fetting up of the Ediéts and Proclamations of Kings upon Pillars, 
to the view and notice of all their Subjects : So is the Church the 
Pillar of the truth, exhibiting it to the view and notice of all men, 
difclaiming and reproving the contrary errors by the Word of 
God... Thas the truth a: 2 Rock, beares up the Church, 4422.16. 18. 


and the Church (in lieu) s 2 Pilar beares up the truth : the Magi- 


{trate isnot the Pillar, nor his Lawes and Proclamations. By the 
* Church here, mean not Petrus in C athedra,the Pope in his chaire, 
nor the Bithops in their Confiftory, nor the Angels and mead 


Reaf. 1. 


Ecclefia cum 
unum 
aut alierum{fa~ 
cerdotem, aut 
iniftrum,fed 
ac 
Chriftiank ca- 
tum noming 
Humfred, de 
Relig, ver§ 
Confervanda, 


Pag 


© and for the further continuance and inereafe of this fhadow, under 
+ which they reft, to pray for Kings and all in authority, becaufe they 
> doe, and that ftill they may, through the benefit of their govern- 
> ment, lead quiet and peaceable lives in all godlineffe and honefty. 
CHap. itl. 
7) 4 
The Queftion thus ftatedwe proceed toprove the Conclujion. 


‘Candleltic 


“ dleftick, particular Churches, as well as the Catholick ; siot the 


of the knovle 
of the ftatuere he of Chrift = So that 
r | fufficient. 


Scripture: (this is a Charatterifticall Tenet diftinguilhing us fromthe 


‘Phe Churches onely, but the intire Church inftituted [i tbe maine 
‘according to the Gofpel. Further fee Rev. 1. where the Churches 


are refembled by Chrift to. in avifon as Candle | 
Now the Analogy is plaine( and not forged ) in of holding 
| There be indeed brafle and 
that hold forth falfe lights , but the fheep of 
know the one from the other, that they turne not afide totheflocks 
of Chrifts Companions, by divine effetiuall inftin&, 
—a. will not follow a ftranger, 
the Claarch is the the Claarch fe che 


Magiftrate, not the State; If fo, che Holy Ghoft would not have 
wronged them, and detrafed from them, by contralting this glori- 
ous power and intereft to the Church. It is r for Kings and 
Mapiftrates to aske,and toaske of Chrift,as He,( but more fincerely) 
in the Miniftry of his Word, in his Church. adminiftcation, Wha 
% trath ? and to watch at his gates, and waite at the poits of his 


doores, yea to fit at the feet of Chrift there ; For therefore hath 


Chrift given gifts to his Church, Eph. 4. 11. And what are thole? 
Why, be gave forme Apoftles ; and fome Prophets ; and forme Evangelifts, 
and forne P aftors and Teachers ; He gave none Magiftrates ; Sureit Ma- 
Leap eke > one of thofe gifts, now that the Apoftle was rec- 
oning, he would not have been fo injurious ame deficient, but to 
have put it in. And what are thele gifts for? Why, for the 
of the Saints ; for the worke of the Miniftry ; for the edifying of tbe 
of Chrift. If for thele ends adequately , then where the 
ftrate come in? or what work is left for the Magiftrate? I meanein 
point of authoritative ing, or determining the truth. But you 
may fay, This was onely for that time while there were no Chrifti- 
an Magiftrates. Nay,read on ; Tell wee all come into the unity of the 
of the Son of God.sento a perfett the 


perpetuity 


temporary but 
and the interpreter of holy 


_ Chrift is the Judge 


Papifts : ) chat is, Chriftby his Word/‘and Spirit, in the erue min 
firy of the Church, not in the Popes fentence nor inthe Coniien- 
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taries 


3° 


and us, but 


Miniftry 


they 


Privileges For 
of his 


taries of the Fathers, 5r the Votes of Synods, or the I 


of Navionall A(emblyes 
them, (for what difference thin ) were therebetween the Papifts 


that wee make 
Now to give the Magiftrate this Cogniza 


of Controverfies, and Interpreter of Scri 


pture. 


nterpretati- 
though helpemay be had by 


men a Pope, and they oxe man?) 
of Reli- 
ijon, were to fetup him (after we have paid downe Judge 


This were alfo to commit unto the M agiftrace the berver part of Real 3. 


and to be the Boundfmen between truth and errour ; and therefore — 
Chrift writes unto the Angels of the Churches of Afta,and by them 


Nay; it isto givethem 


office’ the dee onely to pro- 

be oppofed, trying give repentance,to 

re t of the truth. This I fay, is their uemoft Commifiion 

rebuke, with all long- 


to exhorts i 
Lords of 7 mens faiths but helpers of their j whenfoever they flafh 
and lay about them, it is to be onely with the fword of the Spirit. 
If che of Religion, and differences therein , belong. 
to the Magiftrate, qustenws a Magiftrate, then to all Magittrates, 
or to the Magiltracy of every 
and Pagan Kings and Governours : But how. 


le of fuch an 


mon-wealth of Hfrael, I need not fay. 


for 


to a man asa man, belongsto 


’ wry you fay therefore that it belongs not to the Magifteate , 


Tanfwer, 

eo Mapiftrate;’ addstioching of power 
on }) to him, more then to another man, 

che ein and w 


Countrey, then to the great Turke,. 
areavho are aliens from the true God , and his Com-- 


a Magiftrate, bo a Chrilan Magia 8 make 
flower chat 


4. 2, 


-fuffering and doctrine , 2 Cor. 5,24. 


Resfis. . 


) 2 Timi. 3. 24. 
tal. and exr 

er others in. 
ry fhould one. 

be by vertuc 

Over judgement and confcier clences in 

haps more Chriftianity? But the Word of God rye « 


The ancsent ‘Bounds, “Sea. 
that nature to a Chriftian Magiftrate,and lecthat fafficesfor it adds. 
nothing in the fame kinde, viz. of Civill power, therefore it much 
icfle adds any thing of another kinde, as namely , Ecclefiafticall 
power. For the fame fubjeSion, and degree of lubjeftion, is requi- 


rec.of fervants, and fubje&s to Mafters .and Governours, without 
diftin&ion of and bad,Chriftian and Pagan,nay though they 

be cruell and troward, -1 Pet.2. 18. By Chriftianicy Chrift 
{etled no advantage of on the head of the Magiftrate, t 
thereby. he commend the yoke to the fubject-with an ad 
foveetnes, 1.Tim. 6. 1. For the. 
found 


vantage of 
is the fame , and cs a 
roma Mafter to a Magiftrate ; that if a beleeving 


Mafter have noi of power over his fervant by beleeving ; 
ving-Prince over his Subjeds , .( and if not 
in Civill chings, chen much leffe in Religion. ) But wee fee plainly, 


the Apoftle neither accumulates authority on a beleeving Matter, 
nor duties on the fervant of fuch a Mafter, but makes it a greater 
them, becaufe they are Brethren, but obey them rather. re 
to conclude this Reafon ;Chriftianity makes Magiftrates members 
of the Church, not of the ies ; Itcharges them to 
look to their own opinions, .but not.to determine and. impofe upon 


in the fift‘place , from the maine 


And this I fhall demonftrate 
{cope of the Magiftrates work, as ’tis laid downe im Scripture. The 
obje& or matter about which Magiftracy is converfant, which they _ 
punith orreward, is not faith, but fa&s, not but deeds ; 
and thofe not any deeds that differ, but evill deeds. Thus Rom. 13. 
-3- Where the Apoftle handles this point ;. For Reslers are not a terror 
0 good workes , but to the evill, ec. — if thou doe that which is evill, 
perowharrs if chou be of an heterodox opinion ) be afraid; 

be ss the Minifter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon bim that 
ithe verge of the Magiftrate. And Pet.2, 14. Submit your 
Governours, as fent by bim f. punifbment of evill doers, 
praife of them that doe well. His determination therefore is about 
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Liberty of Confesence flared, &c. wy 

Jo. the Dittator of truths ahdto Reaf.6. 

moderate with the frvordla caution,8z too effefuall an 

obftru@ion,in the way of truth, which comes notin alwayes at the 
fame end.of heTounesn not by the learnedandeminentin 

any of the Rulers or Pharifees beleeved on “Joh.7. 4. 

but sent Whoimbraced Chrift, * Qxid? anine 
but the poore, but the people that not the Law, in theeftimati- /ententia 

of the Phari eer ? Ought not this to be confidered, that truth be pra 
not prevented,by fhutting the doore fee often choofes to comein at, 

and opening a ftately doore which fhee delights not alwayesin? ¢ft /entétie to- 
The jut maintaine the due diftindfi- Concilii, 

on Magiftracy and Minifiry, the Office Politique and Eccle- 

fisftick, doth likewife impeach this Cognizance of the Magiftrate.. Reaf. 7. 
hen the two Brethren came to him to divide the Inheritanceju- |) 15, 

Hence then thus If the of | 

ferences ist Religion jetted in the Church, and {6 be onely 

nifteriall, and Cognizancebe noten- 

trufted with the Magiftrate, chen there can be Cote * Thet the 

i forch in differencessfor * fich 29 the Magiftrate 

itie muft the Coercive power be,and'notex~ thould decree 

ceed it ; therefore as there is onely a Minifteriall judgement in the Punithment, 

_ Church, fo there is onely a Minifteriall Coercive power to be exer“ onde 

cifed in the Church alfo mb the one is the fabjet of the cau/e bue 


Chap.4. 


| the other “after a private 
Containing dtrettly concluds ageing the for, | 


Magefirates: Coerceve an Cafes of 
He Order in which Iidrave forth my Reafons, is 


erence. 


Con 
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Reaf. 1. 


bythe Paver, of vreaver Herelie, thet any difthine 


up, they brought mone accufarion of fuch shings 4,1 fusppofed , bus oad 


which was dead, whom P zul 


of fach manner of 
so then, that will hot 


The ancient Bounds, or 


Se@. 
sft all compulfion in Relij 
andimpunicy of differing opinions in Religion, 
4s in relation co the Givill Mep#trate may to be a Ptindiplein- 
Nature; founded upon thie light of reafon, cing many of che inges _ 
nuous Heathei practifed ic’; asin that in{tance of P.zx/s cafe, who. 


Brethren “in chefe dayes can charge one another withall: for he 
puld dowrie the old Religion, eftablifhed by God himftlfe , and 
preacht a tiew dof&trine: Yer fee what Pleads for Pax, in the Cone 

fcienices of his Judges, who had norhing in them but what they 


in with their Mothers milke. You have the ftory, 4523. 
not comment tipon the’ deeds of Lyftas, ( a flranger to 


ton; who yet delivercd Paw! both from the fury, and the frand 
feverally, of thofe that pretended miuch to Religion, and wouldfor 


Keligiori have deftroyed him in the former part of the Srory ) 


but onely give you the words of his Letter ‘to Fe/ix in behalfe of 


-obferve here the ity of 
on whi cannot by 4 Theologiéall refolution. ) 
theron the morrow when P ail was 
words, wer. 24. King Agrippa, and all men which are bere prefemt with 
ms, yee fee tht msn, about whom all the multitude of the have 
dealt with me, both at and alfo bere, in phat onghs met 
to live any longer : Bust when I found be bail committed norbing of 
of a Heathen, and the: ft.zbility of his. 
on againft che imporeumity of malticudes. He is not fo 
tu of bw But hie will Yer a Cheiftian five nay, he will fae 


| 


28 
| 
Paul, ver. 26. Claudius Lifiasy unio the moft excellent Governotr, 
Felix, oc. ——This man was taken of the Jewes —Whomd 
perceived tobe accnfed of Queftions of their Law , but to bave nosbing 
| baydto his charge warthy of death, or of Bonds, Yer vhele were 
Prange ac that dime. And ef the (ame 
cale, is ‘efius, Chap. 25.18. where declaring Pauls caufeto King 
| 


Chap ‘Ligery of rated, Cr. 


hie any would hi him ; juftice [0 conftraines him 
he the itude. ach 


tothe Fewes, from the mouth of an Heathen!’ And when 
declared his own caufe, before King Agrippa, F eftus, and Be- . 
mice and the whole Councell, they faw no realon to-be of any 
mindyChzp.26.31.¥ or’ ds there {aid That when they mere gome 
they stalked between themie: yes 4ying, This man doth notbing worthy 
death, or of bonds : An inftance which Chriftians in thefe Bives 
Took upomand bluth, who think an inconvenient expreffion ps amie 


pron Pa a free confeffion of his conver , and of his 


is man doth notbing worthy of deatbor of bonds. 


deeds, and it unreafoniable to 
ifferent opinions. the of thi 


man refent my infe- 
o them Chriftian 


t as flowing 


thet 


pre 
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that? Why,the {word of the 
out of brig mouth, Antichrift the great enemy thallbe 
this, then it {hall be. againlt the lef. 
them to.coerce ent cei 
peep ¢.cruth, as was noted before. Not by might , nor 
Spite, The Spirit is she. 
| hat kni and the. 


there; 


| 
é 


| 
we OF and juitice, Tid glor 
z,and {0 argues ftrongly from them to — 
t was from a principle of Heat heni(me. 
.jadiceso the Lord Jel 
| 


‘The ancéent Bounds , or Se. 


there ; Thy mock is like the Tower of David, builded for an Armury 
the Bucklers , all Shields of mightie 
-Chrift (you fee not left his Church without a Magazine, an 
| _, Armoury, even his Word and Spirit, which is quick and pomerfil), 
wherewithall Chrift that mighty man, defended himfelfe againft Sa» 
‘tan,and overthrew him:like that fling of David wherewith he 
yailed again the mighty Philiftim and what cannot this {word 
‘doe, backt by the Spirit, in the hand of Chrifts. Minifters and 
_. For the Efficacy of all Chrifts Infticutions in his Church, lies in 
the Spirit, and not in the fefb; As in preaching, and : 
Loin Difcipline, {o in beating downe Errors ; *tig Chrift doth all by 
‘his Spirit ;not by fab inftruments, norin fuch an order, as to fa 
tislie the wifdome ot man, {pecious, likely, prabable to a flefhly eye, 
(hich as the Magiltrates compullion may feeme to be’) but by poore 
defpifed things, that.fo he may bring downe the pride ofman ; 
‘the glory of the flefh, and nay traine up his people in thenoble ex- © 
ereile of faith and may featt himfelfe with the glorious afcribings 
of might and power to him alone. But in the way that moft men 
= _goe, in drawing men to Religion, they leave but little to God; 
_whith pra€tife haeh indeed'a principle in our natures, that fhews 
Pie nt. “felfe in other things as well as chis.For bow apt dre we in the point 
‘&aResf>, Of Juitification, to confederate with the Babel-builders? and a de- 
Real. 3° ‘ | 
* NB eximgls- fperate adventure doe we.count it, to caft our felves upon the free 
diis, aut jaci- grace of God in Jefiss Chrift.; fo likewif in this bufines. we courit 
micari it prefarnption in ftead af faith, to relie npon God in the ufe offpi-- 
means, wichout carnail weapons,to bring men to the truth ; 
+ Iuadéde db and therefore we devife wayes, to keep men in, that they hall not 
C3 filt db; 9 ve ftirre ; But if this be not of God , it will have the fame {uccefle that 
ibi jua- Babel had, God will come down and confound this pride ;*For curfed be 
bis comfidence from the Ford’: And this Arme ftretched forth to an, 
Btradicit, pro will wither and be fhirivéledup. 


* Iris *contra to the nature of Chrifts kingdome to have the 
carnall meanes ; For 'tis a fperituall kingdome, ‘tis 


{tle difclaimes( as before)all'cat- 
mans inke may be tempered-too thick with 


an invifible kingdome,and the 
weapons. A inke 


“40 | 
tat? Achanaf.. 
Epift ad folite, 
Vita agentes. of the Gc bel. Chrifts kmedome 
it 


4 
- 


but Chrift b2tb chofen ( marke, ’tis upon choice, not of necefli- 
‘and ftrengch. His Spirit in the Miniftry of his fervants,is that glo- 


called for more Legions of Angels, then he had sits of Apoftles, to 
have refcued him. .SoChrift could ufe the Miniftery of the Civil] 
wae Magittrate, and make them his friends, hischampions, but he hath 

thofethat are , he doth not ufe their might nor authoricy for any 


providing: the pole roclimbuphy, 


nay the Apofties:them(felves, of the peoples faith, (in 
a way hama&nel co impofe do&rine practife upon 
them; then much leffe : But the # himfelfe,dares 


not 


low, the other toocenforious. | 


yet as itis not his 


22 


Chip?4.  _Lidertyof Canfeience flared, Gr. 
isnot ofthis world, nor ferved: by this world: And as the manner _ 


of this world is contraryto him; fohe delights to walke contrary — 
tothe manner of this world,whomake their party as ftrong as they _ 


ty) tbe weake things of the world, even babes, to forth his-praife 


rious Arme , that he puts forth to conquer all the power of dark- 

nefle. He* fhines out Sion, the perfettion of beauty, ( notour of the * prt. 
‘Thronesof Princes asfach and with his * /izhe his truth, {Cat * 
ters the enemies of his'truch: Chrifts slindivanl in this, in cloathing ft 
weak things with incredible ftrength, and dna to glori- 
s raigne; but it ever be faid, * Proy. 8, 
By Kings Chrift raignes,otherwife chen as being nurfing Fathers to 

his Church but he rebukes Kings forshis peoples fayes, 
 Tousbnot mine mained, and doe my Prophets no harme:He tirt anoinss 
them; and thereby teaches tben'all things, and then fayes, Touch nor 


mine anointed. Chritt doth not ufe a//meanes that he could sfe, to 


~ eftablifh his ome , and inlarge his Dominion. He could have 


not pleafed fo vo doe: Not miny wife, not many mighty areicalled, and - 


fuch purpofe as to conquer, but nurfe for him, by countenancing, — 


yet grows up of it felfe. 
Wee may bringan Ad ‘ori: Tr Teacher’, 


ate Lards of your fait ly but 
Minifters may be too magifteriall in teach- 
tooimpilicit in their faith, and in cheir obe- 


om all: Ridigion bethe Magi- 
nocthat it by 


It will be granted: 


& % 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
- | 
é 


jan ebliguely and ally an end muft be 


ill carry: | withis will prefle after the 
20, doth not di fromm the 


ou goe out 
asthe Magiate doth whan he pies 
-fach opinions in Religion. inftance; Aman is capable 
three-fold notion, according to a three-fold capacity, viz.Neturdll, 
Religion. 
amily, Sec: Why nov fisch, may his er- 


on 


ome for 


t 
fagn’c 
levell Magiftracy at an higher and furtherend, then God hath;, 
doth not obligeto deftrey or to expafe 
todeitruction, DY DC ndszor hanifhment,the perfous ofmen; 
: for whom, and in relationto whofe prefervation, Magiftracy was 
eretted. thisisa Rule, Zhe Law of Nature fieperfedes Inftitupion. 
Men havea all before they come to have a {pirituall be- 
| ‘ing ; they.are mex before they are Ghriftiexs: Now therefore for faul- 
‘tipefle in:Chriftianity, you muf not deftroy the man.: 
* 
| “But now to comeupon his: or priviledges is to punih 
‘his in thatnotion and capacicy wherein not atall offend- 


to make. shoe of God throughly inftrudted to 
| in this ducy ofthe Mar 


_ in vain caft it upon them,or they a 
will blefi his own Ordinances, and concurre with them, but noe. 


| Liberty. of Cow/ciexce. fated, Ofc. 


with hi the he 


Hritt never sppeinted por auinted 


matt not them ;.( for that. were 
ull chen Chrift, and wife above that whichis 


-therefort Ghiif will not blefe chen therein... tit be vero gue 
busrden-of all the Churches belong to 

elo Nature, for that.is che fame every 

te it as well in a Hegtben fed, briftian King. Nog boc calefte 


agiltrate, it is either by the Jay of by Not 
by Infticution. ; fortis none of chofe gifts mentioned; if any: Chrifts Regnum 


where elsy let i¢, be thewed,; And camno-where be.thewed, then 


either it belongs not unto them, or one of chefe worfe 
quences will inevicably follow; viz. how dosh: Chriht fender sto quod 
Cefar she things that are Cefars (who commands us {b> carefully ‘utidne divind: 


is be f-sitlfooll ia all bis bonfesf he have left but this one duty 


upon Magittsates' ? 3. How thal che Ward of God'be found, 


Now then if this care doe not: taine co Magiltrates, we (hall. 


itto themfelves; for-Chrift 


mens inventions : I but he de- 
clines the other, Zach. 4. 

The intermedling of he Magiftrace in in this kinde, is che way but 
a State-notion, 
which 


‘where, and would ad 


- 


4 
/, 
> 
|| 
a 
Reaf.'2. 
‘ 
‘ q 
a 


tione infiru- 
dus, vi em po- 


fetid omnes co- 
git adeo ut fta- 
tim wulli non 

appareat, 
fi 
won (cCundum 
Deum, [ed bu- 


manam 
referring te 


own Rod. 


The ancient Bounds, or 2? 
which while ic feems to ftrengthen on indeed * cate 
the native authority and majefty of it. Ic is che honour : 
of Chrift (that which was the honour of Chrift the Truth,) not t¢ 
receive honour from men,in this kinde ;’tis a prejudice which the wits 
dome of the Parliament will not doe to an ancient law of the King. 
dome, to enagt that for law which is a law long fince. Religion and 
every particle of it, is ena&ed already by an higher authority, then 
any earthly King or Magiftrate; and if chat will not {way the con- 
{cience to obey, whatcan the lawes of men doe? can thefe cobwebs 
catch thofe that the nets of God cannot? oF 
This courfe likewife would lay a ftumbling-block in mens way, 
to prophane the things of God, by doing them out of obedience to 


 men,and to miftake obedience to men, for obedience to God ; And 


on the other hand, it may breed a Queftion in tender hearts, Whe- 
ther they are over-ruled by the commands of God, and not fway- 


_ ed by man,in doing what is good, and fo they may lofe the com- 


fort, through jealoutie of the Principle, occafion’d by this ingredi- 


ency of mans therein. a3.2 
From the of fuch meanes, we may argue againft 
it : How4hort and improportionate is the i of the Ma- 
giftrates Cognizance and power, to fuch an effeé&t, as toconvince & 
the judgement, or to worke faith? ic may indeed make hypocrites: 
Eoregiam vero laudem, ec. 
Laftly, You afcribe to the Magiftrate the Cognizance of diffe 
rences, and put a fword into his hands to keepe downe errours; 
the prefent Magi is good and orthodox,but there arifes a Pha- 
rach that knows not Fofeph, a Magiftracy that knows not the truth ; 
now will errours walke on every fide, € when heterodox Magi 
ftrates are exalted ) and that not by permiffion , but by Com- 
mandement, and you fhall be forced to them, and fo whipt with 


CHAR. vi. 


| the Arrian i 
Magiltrate. 
Reaf. 3. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ri’ > 


feme good you, les fetch backe she Arke. 


rey how carefully is 


ia breach ofthat 


and not facrifice. Moreover, The 


 OUutwands of Freligion : 
_ {troy man, for whom the Sabbath was made; for the Sabbath was 


his opinion 


matters of or On generall, 


Hrifts people area people; ite forded, Reafr. 
RDS to Minifters, who are called Fifbers of men. 
allo by the baite , the fith 
with violence 5 there is an innocene guile but cannot be’ 
innocent. an obvious principle, that Religion is to be perfwa-' Sed nce Rel- 
ded, and not forced upon men : men: Cod proadeJope he Pa- 
triarch ) to dwell in the tents of Sem; and David fa hls peoples ox 
and therefore the es confent is.alfo noted in that. place, 
1 all the Congregation fait 
for the thing was right in the eyes of all the : and when the wine SS 
a agihed, This 
Chap 5- otherwile ic was not to be received. prapabitis Dir 
* Wasnot this do8trine held forth to us in a myftery under the Law, 
when‘David was.not permitted to build God a houfes becaufe he cérentiofie 
had fbed much blond in warre ? Chron.22.8.But § aman of scm Deus.nom. 


Peace was defgatd thesescs Was noc this partly {for I fay nae’ twas of. Teruull, ad 


of che of that is hurtfull coMmens 
Rule of Chrift,I will have mer- 


Chrift ) mian for the Sabbath ; ; and‘as much may faid ob allthe 
“hen I touft not for the Sabbaths fake, 


) co warnegis not toute violence,to make men 


¢ to.advance mans ha not to take away his beeing, be- 
of the Sabbath differs from other men, and pere. 


rom the tual: Sabbath sto he 


Wits 
> 
i 
nad 


26 -ancient Bounds, Se&t. 1) 


hath not,not totake away what he hath. Though we grantanou- — 
What ignorance and pride doth it favour-of,. for man to goe a= 
bout to convince con{cience, and to work faith with his authority, 
who cannot make one haire white or black? Andis itnot God that muft 
give reperst ance £0 the acknowleagement of the truth? 2 Tin 2. 25. Whar 
can man.do but prove( whether God will)by the ule of due meanes? 
and what's Nay, buc the Ward 
Jeh. 1.29. Faith.cames by hearing. Beleevers * borne of flefh, nor of blow 
norof the will of mans but of God. Amancannot belecve at his apm 
will, how much lefle.at anothers ? Who can reveale and infufe fi» 
pernaturall notions and truths, bur the Spirit Cor. 2.) which 
the Spiricdoth not by farcesbur by allerement rather or attrattion. 
- And chats another Reafon * The Spirit himfelfe waites, and 
"Pie religionis violates not the liberty of the reafonable foule, by fuperfeding the 
prapium cf, faculties thereof, bt proves every truth to the underftanding, 
wom soperes fed moves the will without violence, with a rational force. Shall 
more zealous for God, then God is for himfelfe. God him 
Jed felfedoth not force'men., but cal/chem to reps and to the 
libertatem fui \n sey and acknowledgemerit of his Sonne. Let the extent of 
that word (Calling) be confidered , whether it will warrant any 
-omaiies, 28 forcible as youcan ).and if you hold the feare ofpunithment o- 
ver mien; be the feare of divine punithments : Wee knowing 
? Due autem ibifyadend: tibereas aut confulegdi ratio, whi gui covtradic't, pro 
mrercede mut ¢xiliam, aut mortem report at ¢ Athanaf. Epift-Deus conflam con afpernatus. 
fiquidem Dens (2; nog eget non tcguirit 
confeh onewrs fimplicit ate guarendus eft ,confcione difcendus eff, charitate amandus ef, timorevene 
randus voluntatis probita'e retinendus eff ; At vere quid iftud, quod facerdotes timere 
vincnlis coguntur, jubentur, facerdotes carceribus continent ur, plcbs im cuftodia catenati 
dinis confiritta difpenitur ? Hilarius ad-Conftamr. Auguft, 


Reaf.6. Burtheitnore, as. a reafon again{t chis compul fion, Iwill be bold’ 
toaske, Where is the man‘that Heeds not a graine of allowance-in 
his opinions or practife? I will alludeto che equity. of that countelly. 
Take not heed unto ali-words that arefpoken, left- beare 
shy fervant curfe tbee : For often-times.alfo 


a'fo shame ovne heart knowerb, 


Reaf. 4. 


| 

4 
» 
3 
| 
| | 
thy jelje baft carfed erbers. So fay, infil not upon 
every 
: 


Chap. é. of flated, Ge. 
‘érrour of thy ; ‘for thou thy fdfe knotwelt; cheer 


if chou wilt beleeve che Scriprure,that faith, Wee kesom bist tn 
And how will you avoyd the devosring of one another, | 

éonfumption of your owne’ Kingdome , who differ 
well'as from (thofe whom you call) Indepe 


their debates con 
contended for the Cla 


your » 


Church-government, I have heard, fome 
icall Government that it mut be, and tharit 


knowelb thy felfe, ‘hai thou errottrs 4 


the Affembly were'to catry up their Votes, and the Refult of 


He 


fo the’ 


is jare divino, and no other : Others, that it may beby the Word 


chird Gort; chat any Government was indifferent andthe Magi~ 
ftrate was to determine; and therefore you were con ftrained toac- 
commodate the termes of yout Propofiti 


parts of three, would have gone, that ie alone 
lawfully be. So here is AZ ugainft Ephrathr; 
im as well a¢both apaintt @ third; and 
{eeing Ephraim and Manaffeh carinot confift themfelves wichout an 
accommofiation, why thould not a third:comie in , be accom 
modaced'with them? 
Taske not otely may not erre 
have not err’d ; nor whether you may not. fiave errours Vatert but 
whether you will not acknowledge your felves to‘ have been an 
rours patent ? know you will not 
exhort; that It be 
‘with more> than ‘to: 
Leaders that Wave cau 


a while fee canfe to 


be by the Word of God, els youhad ~ 


Sir fa 
yim svw vd 
419 
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Reaf-9. ‘Aad whathave yoato* fy for your judzensat, that your dif. 
"Of all things fering Brethren to fay for theirs? for the be- 
‘alle. twixt us, ismot.in fuch things a8 wherein-one part needs be 
Charcom, canyitteLin his own.coniciencs, as finning againft common prin- 


ciplesin all. Yon have grounds, fo have they ; you propow 
Odjeétions, they anfwer then.; you ace perfwaded that you 


the right, and that this is che meaning,and sight underftanding 
SVericyisnor theScripcares ; they chinke no lefe on their own fide. Now who | 
athing of our fhall ftace the difference, and be the dsyes-msn betvecen but 
ewninventié Chrilt in*his owae tims.clearing the cruch, and leaving naked the 
and purchale, ersours; except you can:prove chat tht Word of God came out from 
inteourhids, Againe, Is therenot.2 time and a feafon for every purpofe under 
heaven ? Hath not God his time of sinking, and his rime of warn- 
ing? And fo hath not man his time of igzorsnce, and his time of 
nota Truth for atime, lie under the fufpition ofan errour; 
wasit nota ftrange, and difpleafing to you not many yeares fince, 
when fome of your Brethren fell off from Common-prayer , and 
of difference, wherein they walke 


if you had 
them, 


ahdd in fach 

doe voluntarily ? Now 
,,and thar is all chasis 
* Dan. 9.24 and 


to fe 
Not £0 every rime as P sraths) 


The ancient Bounds, or Sea. 1, 

~ + Se. at preient? And had you not exceedingly wronged them, finnec 
Real io, your owne foules, for thefe diffe- 

renceg, wherein now you are conte over fecuted them? §& 
though I fay not fome were altogether free from it. S, 
And may not Ecrours for.a.time, have the credit of Trucha? © 
as many, Epifcopall Dottrines,now rejefted, might beinftancedins 
_ noc every truth its fectime,the fulneffe of time to beborneinte 
world ; nall- truth had:? Would you 
ve thou faire it your judgements and confGences 


of this compulfive wer (in the particulars we {peak of ) 


| their opinion , though it be for the better, becaufe chat would reve, 


Band Eaf 


the iof faith., Now where Chrift 
cale, applyes no remedy or meanes, buc {pi 


Ghap. 6. Liberty of flated, Gc. ag 
among the Difciples. There are truthes then, p 


roper to the-Difciples ; 
Truch (indeed, all truth ) in the {pirieuall underftanding. of it,. is. 
peculiarly vindicated to fuch, itis the Churches joynteror dowry. 


The truth (ball mské' you free. ¥s every mana free denizon of Heaven ? 7 
‘May fa 


not but the common notion of many truthes, of any crutch, 

ll,befide the Church,upon other men(though forthe Chur- 

ches fake; ) but what is a prerogative dilpen tion, muft hot be our 

ordinary expectation ; * however, our ion or compulfion * so ¢ 
atid then’tis vaine ; for the winde blowes. where be cruths 
Furcher;*Ie will afford no {mall fatista&tion,and have noleffe then 
the force ofan Argument with him that confiders the rifeand root 211 reveale, 
1 Cor. ¥4.and 
dently deriving it felfe either from the ignorance of thofe who think without pre- 
themfelves to be in the very. right,and would have all men think fo Judice vo the 


ofthem,that they had attain’d she refirreltion of the dead,the uemokt ret; as when 
and period of all poflible knowledge and underftanding, at Chrift rooke 


the three 
leaft in the prefent age, or inftant ; either, I fay, it comes fromthis, ciples en | 
or.els from.an arrogating {pirit-in fome, that would tie all men to Mount;fo the 
their girdle, that cannot endure any: fhould. differ from them , left 
they fhould be preferr'd before them,. that abhorre any change of was 
ed to 


fpeake them imperfe& ; that cannot bring downe their ftomacks Pau/; the do~ 

to follow another, and receive light from their Brethren, affe&ting rine of evi- 

themfelves to be called Rabbi, the leading Men and Oracles.of the 4n¢e 

of noman, Hearebim, but of his own 
rit , that would 


may sife the higher ; Or Jaftly, ic comes in not.a * 
few from a {piriviof msleand dominion; which how doth it make 
us a fcorne and deriflion to,the enemy, while they fee even Chrifti- | 
ans, yea, the Teachers of Chiriftians, to be like the Fifbes in the Sea, 

devoure-the lefler ? 


Reaf, 12. 


forefaw.and fuippofed there vould. be diverfity of Reas/ 
in men, untill the. terme appointed, Eph. 4. Till we all come . 


fuchasisthere 
| defcribed, 


q 
je 
if’, 
| 
4% 
: M {t 
make a gaine of goc >, profi of the Miniftry, and fo Fobn the L 
Smal men religious, and conformable to them, rhat their Tishes vine, &e. 
»’ 
| | 


ey dilcipline bave its perfect worke, cill ic may be cured by its 


» Fefle to profecute one another meatsjand drinks,or conc 
Ty daysasc 


The Bounds, or | Set. 


defecibeA jwithont any further provifion upon the fuppofallofcheip 
ineflicacioulnefic, tnit faw good rather to dilpenfe and tolerate leg 
us take heed of over-witting Chnit. 
_ Nay, the Holy Ghoft not onely forefaw there would, but de 
cermines there muft be Herefies 5 and ‘cis expedient as well for theex. 
ercife of love, as gifts, and for afoyle to and dilcovery of the truth; 
& the profeflors chereof. What fingular thing were it in the fheep of 
Chrift, that they yor his voice, if there were no ftrange voices, of 
(which will come all to one) if the Magiftrate did brand Al! otherg 
with mul&s and heavy punifhments ? and how fhall the Apoffles 
conte but be prevented , That by reafon of erreurs * the wrath 
foorila be evill fpoken of, if every errour be {papt up prefencly, which 
ifit prevent not errours from ftarting,yet will prevent the fcandall 
of the truth by them? Are not errours as well as afflictions — 
this 
re= 


Chrilts difctpline , whereby he nurtures his Church ? then 


medy, the fword of the Spirit. You may as well fay, there hall be 
no finsintheChurch,asnoerrours. 
Isnot the pradtife of compullion in the particular we {peake of, 

_ at once to fruttrate all thofe exhortations of the Apoftles,*Zo forbear 
ond another in loves tow.slke wherennto wee have attained by the fame 

Wale quietly waiting till God reveale what is bebind,and cleare whats 
in controverfie ? Is it not to goe contrary éx diametro, to thofe atbi- 
- traments ofthe Apoltle ; * Not to judge one another ( then fure much 


ing be- 
onfidering that *he that eateth,eaterh to the | 


» God thanks and hie that forbearethsoes according to his 
TOO, and if right in the maine, may be acceptable to God allo? had 


~~ Jn policy *tis the wor!t way in the world , and will: 


ve the 
full to extirpate erroure by force : For this maltiplie 
‘them ‘rather; even as the Bi tyrannies did drive nien to extre 
mities, and we may thanke their ftri€&t urging Conformity and U- 
niformity, as the inftrumentall caufe and meanes of thofe extreni- 
_ties of abfolute Separation and Anabaptifme, which many honelt 
and tender hearts ( thinking they could never run far enough from 
‘the Bifhops) did-run into : as the Amtinomians likewife have ftin- — 
“bled at our churlith exaéting Preachers of the Law, Who mace © 
ty the foule of the bumgry , and canfed the drinke of 


| 
14. 
* Por, >. 
| 
| 
P Up Ze 
*Rom.14.1 
|| 
| 
Lia. 32, 6. 
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im 


Chap. 6. Liberty of Confcionce fated, Oe. 


Aad who knows but if force were remoyed, and a league made,and’ 


freetrading of truth fet on foot, and liberty given to try all things ; | 


 ftraying Brethren on the right hand might be reduced ? for as 
muchas we know, that a fin takes occafion by the Commandement, 
{o do errours‘by profcription, and ro forbid them, is to fowe them, 


dainty of; and {0 ex contrariis contraria fequantur. Our firlt Parents 
were eafily induced by the Devill, to beleeve there was more in that 
forbidden tree , then in all the trees of the Garden : and men are 
do wile as, not to deliver themfelves of fuch a fophiftry unto 
Apoftle requires us, 1 Thef- 5. To prove all things ; thatis,as T 

a : oever before us (-as all the 


* 


a The 
conceive, not to gather alk things wha 


creatures were gathered together before 4dam_) to forme and ftate 
a judgement of them; for this were a worke worthy of Solomon ;. 


béliefe or pra&tile, we firft bring 


put ic into the fcales of an impartiall dijudication; and this isthe. 


dignity as well as the duty of a fpirituall man, chat he, jadges afl 
shings, and is not. concluded: by the former judgement of any: and. 
this liberty isjas worchy the vindication as “any , in thele exonerg- 
sing tires, this liberty of judging. And *cis eftablifhed: upon ve 
good reafon; for it makes much to the advantage of truth, bo 
to the gesting» and holding of it; for, V hat lightly comes, lightly goes, 
(as we fay.) The Bereans for Pauls doftrine and exa- 
mining it by the Word, are recorded by an Epithet unufuall for the 
Holy Ghoft to give to men, They were more noble its faid. , 
Now -this libe 
a liberty of pro 


; and to hinder this, were a moft tyrannical! 


ation, over that connefion, which God hath made between. 


the a€t.of che underftanding,and the will, ( whereby Voluntar 
dittamev intelettus ) and to put alunder what God hath joy- 
ned together, and iddeed to violate thé Law of God and Nature, 
_ contrary to the precedent act of judyement, 
© he wills. weakly wichour an af 
amano a profeflion, or praGile whi 


he wills not, nay;which he 


and no.readier way to make men fond of them, then to reftraine 
chemby force,; for Natzmur in vetitumy we love to be prying into a. 
clofed Arke, and the price of any thing is inhaunced when "tis made. 


of trying and judging is in vaine, ifchere be not. 


4 Reaf, 1 
homies td 
Servituté natil 
What mon- 
fter is this, for 
2man to defire 
ings free 
his body, hie 


is {piric, woh 
neverthelefle 
is onely berne 
unto liberty 


wil wil- 
it to the barre and ballance, and. £ 


benefit ofwhae. 
ocver is inthe. 
world, thar. 
comes from. 
the Eaft orthe 
Wett, for the 


and fer- 


vice, nourifh- 
ment, health, 


Ornament of 


his body, and 
accommodare 


. unto his* 


ufe, burnor fer 
the eulrure,. 

benefit, & in- 
oan of his 
pit, 

his 
liberty of the 


fiekds, & hold- . 


ing his {pirie 


clofe prifG. 


receding ;. To force: 


Charron of Wifa 
dome. p, 26%, 


Ay, 
tg 
a. 
& 
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= 
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not be ) yet fays Chrift, gave ber {pace 


The ancient Bounds, or | Seé.3} 
nills, is to offer unto God a facrifice of violence on the part of the FF 
compul{or,and an srrea/onable fervice on the part of the compelled; J 
and therefore neceflarily | 
God would have every man fully perfwaded in bis owne minds, 
Rom. 14.15. even about dayes and meates, and ncthing impofed 
"pon a doubting confcience, becaufe it is great ; nor nothing recei- 
ved witha fleight credulicy, becaufe ic is {mall ; but would havens 
* Jerve bim in every thing we take up tobeleeve or praGtife, and not 
to be the fervants of men , in any thing that hath relation to Re- 


on. 
and this brings in another t; * Who art thon, fays the 
Apoftleschat judgeft another mans fervant ? Man ina naturall or poli- 
a is the fervant of men, of his Prince, and the Re- 
publique : But man in a religious confideration, is onely the fervant 
of God, and 3? or falls to bis ovene Mafter. He is the fervantof 
men to their edification, by holding forth his light and con{cience 


| before them ; but he receives neither his /ziv nor his judgement from 


man: God accepts perhaps whom man reje&ts. The day {hall declare 
it, becaufe it {ball be revealed by fire, Cor. 3.13. A place worthy 
moftferious confideration, in relation to the prefent Quettion ; for 
there the Apoftle {peaks in a cafe very fit & parallel] to what maybe 


_-» extiftenc among us; There may be among us building hay and ftub- 


ble upon the crue and precious foundation Chritt Jefus ; Well, 
what muft_ man pull ic Tous by force? No; that were co take it 
out of Gods hand, who will do it better then we can, Who hath ap- 
pointed a day to make manifeft every mans worke. ee Maa og 
_ Confider likewife, what a mifreprefenting of Chrift tlre King of 
the Church this compulfion is , and what a prejudice againft the 
-meeknefle of his government ; and in what a diftance and difpro- 
Id, coming, me ly, riding upon an Affe, the molt 
bearing and forbearing creature. C's 
nor lift up bis voicesnor make bis voice to be heard in the fireets A brui- 
fed reed fall be not breake ; Butter and honey {ball be eat. ider how 
When he hed deal with Fenabel fe- 
ad to deale an harlot, that 
duced his people to commit fornication worfe body there could 
to repent before ever I would 


2 
t 
Reaf. 18. 
*Rom.1t 4,18. 
Reaf. | 
 Romd 4 
¥ 
Real. 20. 
| Lia, 42. | 
| 
| 
chreatca 
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_ thee follows her own kind wich 2/fword in 


astothis ) nod 


threaten her 3: and this threat ie gone oa, chal 
not bring forth, if the repent for do ‘tis:carried,' Shall 


Chrift waite, and muft not men waite? Will Chritt waite dn:a: Fe~ 
zabel,a wanton Strumpet, and fhall we thinke much npon 
a wanton opinion ? Mutt the fervant be above his AZsfter 

And may I not fay 


red on the old world an hundred yeares in Wushs prean 
ching ; and many other parallell inftances mi 


Lords patience: and when his date of patience 
he hath drawn up his acculation tt 


the cenour of it chis,*] would bave yee nots 


1y Prophets, rifing early, and fending them yee ‘killed 
? but where doth the Lord lay ic to the charge of P 
Magi(trate,that they did noc torce and compell the peop le? Indeed 
when they have pple thir dy of teaching and giving good — 
exatnples or when ont fron them intoall the 


the Lord hath reckoned up but no where 


Ghee they or no. 

How contrary is the prefent voice, Ad cafira, ad infulas, to the 
of y our fore-tathers , who maintain’d'their caufe againk 
unjutt Precibus lachrymis ?. but now that you have to 
deale with differing 
and commend it to us, to receive 
teares: and you are not contented, wich the 
power in his hands, to 
differin ng Brethren, whor you count tobe 


Be with prayers: and 


tf, everiiover ‘your 


erré your felves? Doo you mete the fame 
*Is the Charch in her 


and 
mea would again 
to run before 


hand not this 
and dgtecing to: che man of 

us chen if fach 
a tetfiptation atleaft arife in-our hearts to thinke’ ‘the {cene is quite 


mfculine 
fin, chat exaleé apaintt Chrift 


more 


and the walfe)when 


perfecuted Saints, 


been out; and — 


F af Mag 


33 
Mat, 33. 39 
x jer. rg, 
| 


$4 Tbe ancien? Bounds er 
Resfi23, and foo, amore sfed, Dan.12's 
they thould-difereetly follow the track: Wee have aProverb, that 
they that will find, neuft at well feer where 2 thing: is not as 
thermth-as Gods, and not oxtrs and leruslgok. 
On in all:our difcourles, as:buntinz afcer everyone 
we give God hisduegiory, and fave -our {elves much unprofitable 
vexation:! Andmhis liberry of tree difquifision is as ‘a Meanet 


that's from an 
-therefore chofe 
changing of fierce 


* diffide cheir caufe,to be violent, and that che way:is ratherof * invites ad 


fis, concidit ; quos non pot wig wer bis indusere, 
cos wi plagis pertrabere annititur ; ata; vel itafepfam quam non Rt pia Det cul - 
trix Thas 


without 4 princi as living | 
faith tik of the worke/Thérefore 

jac would-bow the prafifeand what 
narrow and they conténe witha 


God sfordtic be of God, ic prevaile: What needs this fr 


judice end will amy. Gage wich violence 


be given in Pauls While he wasin’a tale way, 

farioully( Febw-tikephe vides 20 ; ferches letters 

fetl much zeale, but that’s 2.fpiricaall force, not 

That'doétrine or way thats tirged wich-violenpe, is racheripre- 
romrotec thereby 3 fc ‘it at ifman were more 

 mitnorbed 
wp, 


ge The ancitat. Bounds 


#3 Cor.4.12. and of and of- fin? * Wee ate mada 

manifift to the Apoltle; and*ewasa great matter that he 

| could undertake fo farre }) but doth that fatisfie him? No, but wee 

truft alfo Lays A 

Apottle would have had.licde joy in them, or bold towards 
them, notwithftanding all been 

chop 


Resf. 28. The praétile of forcing ftraitens «nen in their 
reafonable creatures} who are borne with this 


Quid jam as they are men and * 

nobis ulicris riviledge and prerogative, to be led. forth alwaycs under the con- 

duttof their Which liberty is much indarged by 
voluxtare feri Chnihtians fays, The fpirituall man 
eportet libido all. shings which fe bun on Aifed pia 
extorguct alic~ well, Spiritnalis Chriftianer. And vo the telt and 
Inti, tryall of fuch doth Pas! fubmit his doftrine, 1 Cor. 10. I {peahe 
one” mens judge-yee what I fay. And 1 Cor.14. 29. Let the Prophets 
fpeake two or three, and let tbe reft judge Upon which Alfted, inrela~ 
don.to another: 5 Que.etiam pertinet locus ille celebris, 
ie Keckfia Chriftt congregatis , quiviz.. manere ac done 

prepbetandi ) docendi,prediti funt, potefias loquendi ; reliquts ante 


judicands conceditur ; chatis, Untais]i in the Churchy 
given the gift feng 
the liberty ing; to all the reft, the laberty of judging. As 
words ot ale» and Cox cag 

yet ving Author. nh 

The true office of a many 
“ his worthieft on isto judge; Why is he a man difcourfing; 


underftanding ? shach-he aSpirit? to build:{ as 
| fay Catenin theses ofr wih 
Vanities, as the greateft part of the wollfl doth ? Quis 
babuit,W hoever had eyes given him to 
chem No doubdles,buceo underftandsto jurige ofall thingie 
“ and therefore he is called the:Gevermonr,' the. the: 


proper 
above che com 

not. okeveraman, leis 


“the peciliar past of a 


a 
Ae 
> 
5 
| 


that many men (1 fpeake Of Idiots, and the weaker forty 


deprive themfelves 


either becaarle it 


% chat which they 


Cor Ris thas weake men, thathave not engl. 


have not the faculty the meane to exercife ir,but of thle) 
to be underftanding.and fufficient, 
y of this right and authority, natu- 
all, fo and who withont the exaniining or judg- 


of .an ve, whatloeyer is prefented, 
redit,and : sea they think noe 
Jawfull, co examine or.doubt of any shing ; infuch fort doethey 
debale:and degrade sh ey. are forward and glorious 


che truer, 


r our 
like Oxen—— W hat wile.or 
phane; if-he mult have his.{pirit, his mind, his he: 
© roicall par t.aflave to che vulgar fort ?—-—Why it not be as 
Jawhall fot ak > as’ tis: 
% for otherste afirme them ?-—How fhould we be toKnew: 
more, if we grow refolute. in our fettle and repofe.our, 
© felves in-certain things, and.in fuch manner,that ws 

“ cher, nor. ckamine any more, that which. we thinke vin bold. 


« know-not that thereis a kind of ignorance and doub | 
~ 


learned and certain, more noble and generous then a 
6 ence and. here isa generation of wen, that if they ue 


| « conftrained'to change their opinions., being altered, they.are 
rofolute and obfinae in shir they were befor jn shes 


“ opinion, not knowing to, hol ang ching 
<6 and never difputing to Jearne andind che tcuch,but.to maintsine» 
have {worne and bound: them {elves unto. 
“ kinde of people know nothi knowshey whatit.isto. 
Stein they chink to. know,and:to hold the cruthin their. 


with props 5 


37 
finee area thoufand lyes tor pe eruth, a thouland opinions 
of one and the fame thing, and but one thar is true , why fhould | 
mine wi the inftrument of reafon, whi h isthe better, 
“chey cannot live bus inbonds,.ne 


‘VS Phe ancient Bownds or 1) 


Borne to ferviende sthey fedre Bug-beares,or thatthe wolf 
will er them, ifthey be alone. Burin wife, modeft , and ttayed 
mobs judicandi porefiss manct. It is a very iweet, peaceable, 
and pleafanc fojourne or delay, where a man feareth not to faile 
himielfe, where a man: is itr the calme wnder covert, 
and cuit of danger of particip.sting fo'many errotirs (produced by 
“ the fantafie of man, and the wortd is full, ) of intangling 
in complaints, divifions; difpates, of offending divers 
parts, of bel ying and gain-faying his own beliefe,of changing,re- 

“periting; teadvifing himfelfe: For how often hath ame made 
fee, that we have been deceived in our thougtits, ‘and hath in-' 
© forced us ‘to Charige our opinions ? To bebriete, it is to keepe the 
“ mind in ae & cranquillity far from agitations,and ‘vices,which 
“proceed trom that opinion of feience , which we thinke to have‘in' 
things ; for from thence do fpring, pride, ambition, immoderace 
obitinacy m opinion, prefuniption, love of novelties, 
There is an sntverfality of {pirit in awife man, whereby he takes 4’ 
“view, and eriters ‘into’the confideration of the whole univerfe ; 
“ like Soprater, who contained in his affe&tion all humane kind, he 
“-waliceth through: all, as if they untohim- he feech like’ 
 the’Sah, with an‘eqrtall and fetled regardsas from an High watch* 
“tower, all the chanyes and interchangeable courfes ofthings. —~ 
Which isa livery of the Divinity , and a high priviledee-of a-wile 
who is the image of Godupon-earth. generofs 
bumanus mullos fibi poni nifi communes, cum Deo terminos 
patiter.’ The moft beautifull and-gréateft {pirits, are the more 
wniver{all, as che more and blunt are the more particular.——+ 
“* Every man calleth that barbarows, that agreech not wich bis-pa-’ 
“ Jate and cuftome ; and it feemeth that we have.no other couch of 
“€ cruch. and reafon, then'the example'and the Ide2 of the opinions 

cuitomes of that place or Counitrey where we live. Thefe'kind- 
nothing , neither ner they, they var flaves to” 

act 9 @ ftrong prevention and anticipation of opinions 
wholly poffeffe chem, &c. Thus:Charron of W ifdome, 2 booke 
Chap. 2. which he {peaks of in generall as a difpofition to-wildome, 
but who knows but he might intend it in the riature of the woman 
ot Tekoa’s parable; as bring’ 
on. Fur- 


it not as an authority,but as 


| 
q 
‘ 
* 


Chap.6. Confeience tated, Gc. 


knowledge as well as in other graces}, as there are feverall kinds of 
metalls in the earth , fome more precious and dete er concotted th 
other; and doth not one flarre differ from anotber ftarre in glory ? 
Even fodoe men, and fo will they,(do we what wecan,) in the ac- 
curatenefle # their k yand.in the clearneffe of their, appre- 
henfions. Some can onely fee a.ruje of Difcipline.in the Scripture 
confuledly and indiftinZly ylike the purblind man,that fav men like 
trees walking : ( and in trach ‘tis-moft proper for them so cry for a 
tcleration , and he had a hard heart that would. deny ic them) 
Others fee more clearly the perfe& draught, and_all che lineaments 
thereof, not through the excelling of their pwn wit, butthe teaching 
of Chrifts Spirit, yet not afluming, to thenelves a greater méafiure 


« 


they by the fame Spirit, 1 Cor. 12,8... 
opening (im fome meature ene of Chrift, in eftabiifl 
other, more {peciows, better latistying order and the 
pagation of rhe truth, and in excluding force and power and aur 
thority humane, from miniftringin his kingdomein this particular, 
Jeaving this andiall chat hatha been Said, ; 
who can compare fpiritaal 


hoth. They diflide the futhciencyof.a partic 
its own affaires, and why ? becuale they haye,{o few 
fome Churches perhaps but.ove, anche none of the. greateft Scha- 
lars, and the Brethgen.a company of men; good mefie 
of government thefe are Jike to make. This errour proceeds 
from not confidering, 
flock doth lie, which is, notin cheosfelves, par eloquent as 
Apollo, as logicall as P.sul, but in;Chrift sheir bead sy 
- Gall promite p 

_thered together inhis Nyme.TheLa 
cannot be mayed, Pial, 46. And the. gowermment xs 
Now hence( » through. 

‘the Government. of 


it chen the other,who perhaps in other things may, {ee morethen 
of this Difcourle, with 


ritwall men.to judge, 


Je isin this matter as’tis in the Government ot particular Churches, 
the adverfary catries it the fame, way,and earns upon thefamecom- - 
mon hinge ot and mutt be aniwered che fame way in 
particular Church to manage - 
Offigersgand in 


gwhols by his {De- 
prefent with.them, Where two or three are 


confidering, ahgt 


3? 


Furthermore;are tHere not feverall flatures int Chriftyand that.in, Reaf. 29. 


of chis poore 


chey tre pulled by Chrift,and he pars wifdome into 


cheir Nicarts; and Teht words into their mouthes once he fitted 
Bex and Aboliab'for the worke of the Tabernacle. The fame 
doth Chrift now; for afcended bigh that be might fill ali 
rbings, and doth’fill carefully all his owst Inftirations with force 
and efficacy and they-doe not wilely thatjudge of according 
to their appearance, for fo, they are the mioft contemptible unfikely 
- things in'the ‘world, but could you fee the verene and power that 
Chrift conveyes fecrecly under them, you would fall downe before 
them. Sol fay now in this matter of -errours, (as before 
Qualified which we fay, muft be onely by the of che 
rit, by the Word of God, which in the hand ‘of the Spirit is quick ama 
al; by brotherly admonitions and ‘earneft exhortations, and 
lding forth the contrary light, dv¢frinally and pratfically, 
Now alas, fay our carnal! hearts, what are thefe like to doe? "Tis 
rue look upon’ them in the outward appearance onely, and they 


little; bat men do norconfider, that thefe are but the 


ering of that arme and power which mutt doe the deed. For 
God bimielfe ts Fudge, Pfal. 50.6. Chrift Jefus is the Prine of igh 
ahd truth che decider of Controverfies,DiGztor to his Church;and & 
gn the obfervation of Golpel Rules, he difcovers himfaife unto his & 
| le, and by and chrough his people to chofe ‘that erre. ‘The O- 

Seite in the Temple {pake not, ’twas but a fornié oriniage,but God 
fpake in the Oracle. The Scriptures themifelves are but 2 fealed 
‘Booke, except Chrift by his Spirie fpeake in them; and by them;to 
hearts. ‘What matter is'it what the forme 
‘be, f God fill i¢? What f ftrength or force doth thefleeve or cove- 
contribure'to the ate? There is no méans of an ‘efficacy with- 
out Chrift, and the {malleft means is. of abfolute: 


fifficiency th 

‘Chrift ; and what means fhould be bleft 
“We forget that Chrift will have his Olturch in afl ‘their ordinances, 
thew'forth his dezt6 ; that all things 
and perfons in the Church muft’beare a fititablenes and correfpon- 
“dency to Chrift cracified, the head-of the Church. It is Spoken pat- 
ticularly of that one Ordinance, and chicfe one the Lords Supper; 

ave 


death; “ctiserne of Ordinances; 
‘Chat ople in thé carriage and managing of all 


Bounds , or Sed. 1, 
| 
| 
if) 
Orme fil ninerai re ana or equies, TH 
| hold 


Chap.6. Liberty of Conference lated, Gc. RT 
old forth an Embleme of his death to the world ; and therefore «— 
tis faid, The waters of Shiloah,chat is,che Ordinances of the Church, 
run foftly, Ufa. 8.6. apace for a funerall, and they are not cloathed 
in the light and gawdy colours of this worlds excellency and glo- 
, but in the moft poflible fimplicity and lowlinefle ; And I Bre~ 
ides came not (Lays Paul,who could have afforded it as foone as any 
man ) with excellency of fpeech, or of wifdome, érc. For I,determined not 
to know any thing among you, fave Fefus Chrift, and bis crucified,iCor.. 
a. Marke here the ground and roote of the whole matter, (I meane _ 
of the fimplicity of Chriltswayes and Ordinances, )’tis Chrift crucifix 
ed. Cheitts death is thus zvenged'upon the Flory of the world, 
whilelt the power and greatnefle of this world is reprobated and re- 
from the moft ufes and honourable fervices, namely,, 
from miniftring i his kingdome: Goe, fays Chrift to mans wifdome 
and humane Eloquence, I will have none of thee in preaching my 
Gofpel ; and returne into the fcabbard, fays he to the AZagiftrates 
Sword, will have none of thee to cut the way for my truth, through 
woods, and rocks, and mount aines, through ftony hearts and impli- 
cated reafonings. Not by might, nor by power 5 but by my Spirit, faith 
the Lord. Thus Chrift reprobates parts and learning, and the moft 
{pecious and likely meanes, {fhall he be crucified, and hall chefe be 
in their flower & bloflome ?’) and he brings down the mighty things , sii 
ofthe world, by the * weake; and things that are, by things that peri per 
are not, that no flefb may glory in bis prefencesbut he that glorieth,let bim commodiofy 
‘glory in the Lord, chat neither our faith, nor the Ordinances ficceffz, inferted a ftom 
foould ftand in the wifdome of men,nor in thelikelinefle of che meanes, oUt Of 


approving themfelves fo to mans underftanding, but ix she power of 
_ evaded all the learned Arguments of the Divines,and was converted by a plain illiterase many 
which I thall doe in his own words. Cum pro Audio Religiofi Imperatoris,cx omni terra face dotes 
Dei coiffent, opinione tommoti, Philofopbi qucgs & Dialcthici valde nobiles & opinatifimi convenc~ 
«runt, In quibus quidam infienis in arte‘Dialeéticd per dis fingulo:, confi.<tatus fummi certaminie 
E pifcopis noftr is viris adeq; in improbabilitér cruditis,movebat,er ficbat ingens 
[pect aculumconvenientibus ad audundiét dottis & liter atis viris, Nect amen genere P bilofopbus 
conclud: &quoquam poterat aut conflring’. Tanta ctenim dicendi arte, objcttis quaftionibus occurres 
bat, ut ubi maximé putarctur velut anguis lubricuslaberctur. Sed ut oftender et Deusy 
quod nom in {er mone regnum Dei fed in virtute confiftit, quidam ex confefforibus, fimplicifima naa 
ture vir, & nibil aliud feiens mii Fefum Chriftum, & bunc crucifixum, inter cateros auditores Ba 
Pifcopes adirat, qui cum vidiffet Philofopbum infultantcm nofiris callidd fe difputationis arte 
jattantem, pofcit ab omnibus locum, velle fe paucis cums P bilofopbe fer mocinars. Tum nefiri oxi 
icitatem & imperitiam de fermone duataxat neff ent, pavert, velut pudorem quendam 
pati 


t 


oO 


ERPS SAS 


q 
R 
* 
ry 


\ | 
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pati, ne forte apud callidos bomints rifu: fficerctur fancti fimpticitas. Perftisit tamen fenior, 
bine movet fermonts exor dium In nominc, ingurt, Fefle Chrifti audeque vera funt ; 
unmus.cft qui fect Carlim & terram, homins quem de terre lime formav erat, dedit > — 
univer(a que videniur, & qua von videntur, virtute verbs fui creavit, & fit 
tionc fiemavit. Hoc Verbum ac Sapicntia quem nos Filium dicimus, bumanos miftraius ervores, cx 
wirgine nach ur, per mortis, dperpetua nos morte libcravit, acrefurrectione (ua ater- 
nam nobiscontula vitam : quem & cxpetlamus Jud ccm omnium qua gerimus venturum, Cre 
dis boc uacife Phiulofophe ? At ile welut nunguam wllym fer monem contr adwend: 
fupefattus virtute asttorum, mutus ad omnes hoc folum potust refpondere, ita fii videri, nec aliud 
verum cf]: yuamaquod dixcvat, Tum{fenior fi bec(imaquit effecredis (urge & fequerc mead Dem 
minicum, & bujus fide: fignaculum fufcipe. Be Philofophus converfis ad diftipulos fuos, vel ad cog 
qui audundsgratha convener. Audie (inguit) 6 Evuditi viri: Donce verbs mecum geftares oft, 

erba verbis oppolus, & qua dicebant ur dicendiarte fabverti. vero prouerbss virtns procefat 


ex ove dicentisynon potucrant refiftere verbav.rtutinec komo adver fari potuit Deo. Eti deo fi 
potmit in bis que ditta fant [entire que fenfi credat Chr ifto,& fequatur hunc fenun,in quo 


locut us, eff Deus, Ita Phidofophus Chriftianus effcltus tandem fe erat ulat us eft 
And there is this good note adjefted in the Margent 5 wbi funt nunc qui fophifticis argutus opus — 


ad couviacendos P bilof ophos 


God. Thefe and fuch like are the Reafons rendred in the firft and 
fecond Chapters of the firft Epiftle to the Corinths;and thefe are enough 
( Iconceive ) to fatisfie a moderate underftanding. For my owne 
part, I mutt apenge is the Clue of threed that carries me through 
this Labyrinth, *tis the Pole flarre , by which I fteere my judgement, 
and: by which my doubts are refolved fatisfaétorily. I {ee reafon 
enough for that ilender and abje provilion, which Chrift hath 
made (in the worlds account ) for che propulfing of errours, and 
for that meane forme and grife, wherein all Chrifts Ordinances: & 
appeare unto us, when I look upon the death of-Chrift, or upon. & 

Chrift crucified. here 


| } 

| 
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_and worfhip fubi 


vol. 


Chap.7. Liberty of Confczence fated, Gc. 4 


Sect Il. Cua rp. VII, 


Iluflrating the Argument, with Examples and Tefti- 


monses out of divine and humane Writ. 


pee Aving ftated the Queftion, both on the pofitive and 

eg ative part of the AdZagiflrates duty,and proved it 
with Reafons; I p further to pe sae and 
MH illuitrate chis Argument with Examples and Tefti- 
monies. Beginning with the old Teftament, and 
therein with Inftances of Heathen Kings, ( whofe. 


Religion, and the Jewes were diametrally oppofite ) whereby it 


may feeme this to have been a principle in Nature, ) that yet upon 
grounds of ingenuous reafon, as well as policy, ( though we deny not 


a providence in it ) not onely permitted the publick exercife of a 


contrary Religion, (which is more then we plead for) but alfo gave 


faire quarter to the Church, and all liberty, yea authority and accom- » 


modations for their religious ingagements ; yea, endowed them and 
their worfhip with great priviledges, immunities, and advantages ; 
then which Inftances, nothing could poflibly be alledged by us, 
more pregnant, prefling, provoking, upbraiding, conftraining, to 
thofe , between whom and us there is the fame Religion, truth, 
tantially, though fome lighter circumftantiall 


Thefe are efpecially Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes;I might adde 
to them Ahafierus, who though a ftrangerto the Church, andto Ahafwerus. 
the true God, yet not onely protecied the Church , deftined to de- 
{trution for their Religion fake ; but gave them a free —— 
of themfelves, of his owne profitable fubje&s their enemies, E/th. 9. 
to the {laying of feventy fx thoufand men. And the book of Daniel 
is not without {ome patlages, which might be referred hither, and 
good ufe made of them ; as namely, Nebuchadnezzars exalting men Nebuchsd- 


differences. 


King 
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The ancient Bounds, or Se&..2. 


king all che great Affaires of the Provinces to run through their 
hands, D.zz.2. 48, 49. And a fecond time ifnot to a further 


of honour, Da.3.30. And-thefe things done by Politick Princes, 
that wanted not ferious regards to their own fafery, {tability, fiou- 


rifhing ; and were Conqucron’s over thele captives, (whofe terrowr 
could not make thefé Princes afraidyas Elibu {peaks, Fob 33.7.) nor had 

they any politick ingagements to their Religion, further then che 
fatisfaftion of chefe their Subje&ts in this particular,and their.more 
willing fabjeftion , and the union and: peace of their kingdomes 
thereby ; and rhey went on in their owne Heatheni{me thenafelves, 
though they indulged thustothe Church, 
Bart [thall content: my felfe to fet before you rhofe three before 
mrentioned, beginning with Cyrus, whole Story, fo far as concernes 
our purpofe,you fhall find, 1.t0 this effe& ; Thzt be made 
clam stion throug beut all bis Kingdome, pus it in Writing, wherein. 
he gave free liberty to all the people of the Fewes bis Captives, to goe up te 
Ferufalem, and build the houfe of Gid there. And whofoever remaineth 
(he addes ) iz any placeymbere he fojourncth, let the men of bie place belp 
bim with filver and with gold,and with goods, and with beafts, befrdes 


free witoffering for the houfe of God, which isin Ferufalem. Mores 


over, hemade refticution of all the veffels of the Temple, plaudred 
by his predeceflour 


One would have thought a Proclamation of liberry, & no more, 


had been enough, and doubdes that alone wou'd have been mott 
thankfully accepted by the godly Fens, and they would:have ac- 
knuwledged chat chis Prince had indulged a great and. {peciall fa- 
your to.them3buz thefe furcher aés of grace-might well make them 


Bay sas, ben she Loed turned ag sineour caprivitie, we were | 
them that dreame. Then ws our mouth filld with laughter, and ow 


torigue with finging. Nay the Heathen could not choofe but fay, The §& 
hath grear things for tiem : and truly fay they, The Lord 
btsh dine greats bings for 5 ane glad. And who could 


lame them fur being glad 


But be objected; Gyrns didnot thisof him 
felfe, but was ftirs’d wp hereunto by God, ( hisowne 
words importing fo much ) and'that he was aed in this thing a- 


have the confideration of all politique reafons,and the regard ot hi 
regara OF nis 
Religion: Therefore what Cyrue did upon fuch an, extraor- 


-dinary 
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| Chap. 7. Lidserty of Confeience fiated, Ge. 
_ dinary motion, cannorbe reafonably expected from Princes now, 


was of God, ’cwas no temptation. 


that are not fo ftirred up and aéted extraordinarily by the divine — 
hand, but they nautt be taichfull co their Principles recetvedand Re- 
ligion eftablifbed , and muft indulge novother liberties or favours, — 
then may confift therewich in a rational! and priedentiall way. 

Ianfwer. Cyrus was ftirr'd up by God ; but firft God:would not. 
ftirre him up to an or an ching, if chat aé&t of him 


being of one Religion himfelfe to accommodate another had been 


fuch, God was not fo put to ithe had other meanes to have brought 


~ this co pafle,then by thes of any man, efpecially thenby becom- 


ing a tempter thereto himlelte, Let not any man fay when bew tempted, 
re be is tempted of God, for God cannot be tempted, neither tempteth be 
any man: therefore if this was a temptation, ’twasnot of God,ific 


2. Cyrus was ftirred up, but’cwas not by a Prophet that we read. 
of, nor by a vifion, nor any extraordinary way. TheHoly Ghot 
tels us he was f{tirred up , buc perhaps none of his Court, nor his. 
Princes could tell he was ftirred upby the Lord, nor he himéelfe, 
the Lord might carry this force fo fecretly under rationall and pru- 
dent conliderations : And no queltion he did, and fhewed Cyrus 
reafm for what he put him upon. And doe you thinke there were 
not politique Objections made againtt this a& of Cyrus, by shis 
Scatefmen and Countellors(as there were t0.4rt axerxes,wich whom 


they prevailed for che fu{pending of the worke that the Fewes had 


begun, and was it likely Cyrus anfwered a!l chefe Obje&ions.to his 
carefull. Countettors, with the nieeve ftigaion he had.co it with- 

3. We need not feare toaffirme, that Cyrus had. reafon for what 
he did, and did move upon reafox in this a&, ( chough reafon alone 


_would.not have done it with hin, there was the ppecial blefling of 


Sod upon that ceafon, and his effe&tuall in tigatiemof Cyrus-heart, 
making it facileand yeelding unto that reafon ) and we may affigne 
the reafon parcly what ic was, at Jeait probably : ‘tis couch’d in ghie 


“a&ty which was an a& of Fuftice as well as of grace: For thelepoore— 
had in Cyrus his predecefiors time, been wrong fully catried a= 


way captive from their own land, and the worthip of God, andder 


 tained.eyer fince in a ftrange land, and'difabled coder it up againeof — 
themfelves, and therefore Cyrus mivhe well shrough the workings 
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captivity’: and no doubt alio 
__ received onein thofe.ancient times, did glow in Cyrus his heart, chat 
every Nation’ willing thie of God even! as 
‘it feemed ‘to him hard miecafure to reftraine 


them, and therefore though asa Heathen, and fo one that had che- 


femand pitcht his Religion already,he had xo n to any other 
Religion but his owne, out of a common jultice,. to 
docat be weld b dene might hold himelfe bound to do wha 


 hedidy 
are farther Cyr wat in way hit 
felte, and ail that he did in this way difpenfation, he di it for 

with che Fewer, it hadbeen but hisduty. 
Anfe. Lanfwer, po more chen dary, ten Ja 
he did over-doe his duty, 


bythe Principles of men in our 
nay he did contrary to his duty; if che duty of every Magittrate be, 


thers asthey affirme-: » 
Objet. * wil be (id farhersthae Cor was coined ofthe Goof 


Anfw. Grantthat, yet what-was that to the worthip ofthe 
he God of feel? was he convinced of that t00? Why did he not chen 
goe wp himfelfe with them to Ferufalem? No, but Cyras was a Hea- 

then in sorfbip fill: Or, Why might not Cyrus have faid; 1 know 

_ and the'true God as well as do worthip him, 
therefore you fhall worfhip him after the fame manner as [do?No, § 

buc he leaves them to their confctences sels,ifhe had cyed chem 

heathenifh rites in the true God , they’ had beenbut 
gainers'by his convertion. Laftly Cyrus was:convinced that 

thie God whom ferved was the rrue Godt ands that thought 
asa fafficient reafon for all the favour he in them? 
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alts his one people to 


ia 


and of bus children. Darian thoughs i 
accommodate him and his childeen in their 


Chap. 7- Liberty of Confeience fated, Oe. 


co doe what he did in wa of favour. to the Jemer though 
from them in Worthip. »For G 


againft reafon ) how much 


ls of who cupen the occafion ofthe 
the worke againe 


ceflation 


adventuri 
of Artaxerxes 9 


the River, what to. dos to fuffer chem,.or 


fearch, be found a autbori~ 


this purpofe; That as 
bil foe charges the She- 
jag thems but 


and their companions, to be. far from-bindr 


therbuznal, 
ro let. the warke of this boule alone, and Jet aud; Elders of 


the build ity ime its,grone place :, Marke, how, all is left co cheix: 
Yea moreover befides the former-indulgence and: dif. 
fation of Cyrus, be decrees that of the Kings goods, even of the tri- 
beyoud:ithe-River , forthwith expences .. be miniftred to them, 
ov retarded) yea and facrifices 
/Oblerve here, ’tis not 
dered, but Saltaitemeaeeds and obeyed by the Kings Officers,not. 
to be lent, but to-be given, not to be railed of the people by tax,bat. 
Kings wevenue. O. dell Daring | againit, 
many a Chriftian Prifice and Mayiftrate 
ment, that {nib and keep downe cheir own free+borne {ubjedts,in the; 
exercile of the wane Religion that chemielves profefle,. for. differing 
ina comparatively.. Well, che depth of Darius 
is chis? chat > for. the life. of the 
it-dut reafonable,thar it. 
‘hethould'ac>; 


conclude this Inftance); Ic, feemed reafonable. to: 


thing without lefie 
men. who are not prepared. 


wich fach a principle of refgnation, and fubmiflion, of will and near 
fon, and all to hina, as his owne areorought tobe? 


hinder them ; and you have Darius his 9 a which isto “4 


she sifeup injudge- 
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The ancient Bounds, or 


pray for enemies, that God would turne their hearts, and breake 


the rod of their oppreflion ? Bur fhall not our hearts indeed be ‘it 
ted up in theday of your fhewing kindnefs and ipeaking friendlyto 
us,to pray for you? Wee promife not that we will déeit. Or doe 

ou thihke we cannot pray, or that our prayers are nothing worth, 
will nor fread you at all? or doe you not need our prayers? Wee goe 


on. This Decree be ratifies ( doch not onely recommend an Order for 


their acconimaedation but snder the paine of moft exemplary death, 
to him that fhonld difobey this Word even the be puld down 


from bis bole, to make a Gibbet to hang bimon, and his houfe to be mide 
a Dungbill, Ezr. 6. 11. with a general crerfe, pronounced up~ 


on a that {hould put to their ban 


be they Kangs or people. 


to alter or deftroy that boufe, ver. 12. 
Will you fee now O Magiftrates,what you are to doe,and where 


to ufe your fword and authority, even againft thofe that binder the 


building of the houfe, that will noc fuffer the poore Saints that are 
inftrutted, to build the houfe according to the patterne , that they 
have taken out of the Word, but worke chem difturbance and per- 
fecution. Such you ought to punith ; why? not becaule they are of 
a differing mind and way from us, no more then you ought to pu- 
nifh us for being of a differing mind and way from chem, but if they 
hinder us in this worke of building the houfe of God, which they 

know not but we are flirred up of God unto ( we fay weare ) and di- 
rected by him therein, ( we truft we are and fhall be.) Therefore let 
them take heed in the feare of God what they doe againft us : and’ 


thinke not you may alter the houle,no more then defiroy it, or that 


you may hinder # any more then we may hinder you. : 

- The chird and laft Inftance, is of Artaxerxes ( not that Artaxerxes 
by whom ‘the building was profcribed, but another after him ) 
who fends ‘Ezra with a large Commiflion and authority to Feru- 


falem, to this effe&, Ezra 7.11. To take with him the refidue of the peo 
ple, Priefts and Levites, that would freely goe,( he thought it not rea- 


fonable to force them to goe, though they were of the Church by 
birth and Nation.) Obferve that by the way {all shat are minded of 
their owne free will to goe up, ver. 13.| and to carry with bim the free 
will offering of the King and bis Counfillors, in gold and filver, and all 
the filver and gold be could find in the Province of Babylon, with the free 


will offering of the Priefis and people, to furnifb bimfelfe for facrifice, and 


| 
| 
| Artaxerxes, 
| 


given biwe for tire feruice of the end a liberty 1 


ever ratifying this Commiffion under the paine of heavy punifb~ 


ferre and fe 
this fear’ Heathen, and was therefore'more’ remote. 


Otpiri 


£ 
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Chip.7. L sherty of Confeience ated, 


the (tense! unto bine s He bad effets 
ait. of tbe 


Trafure-boxfe, what faeder mare was wreed{ull, 


bis Treafer 
vers accordingly bim if ix were taan bundcd Eadenes of fil- 


ver, commanded (Layshe ) bp the Gud of 
lee at he diligently dare. I befeech you, were Artaxerxes his in- 
gagements to God and y who was ftranger thereto, 
to take care of his houfe, amd thac 
very command of God concerning it and his worfhip there,fhould | 

be Chriftian Magiftrates and people are 
his nacaralt 

him muft be ; and@whar provilion he 
thac they might be pun@ually and will cas on the contrary, 
blame, fine,imprifon them, for obfervin Sully what their 
conftientces fay is commanded by the “of Heaven ? Furthermore, 
he exempts all the Minifters of the Hol of God from al] Taxes, and ait- 


thebiter Ezra place and difplace iftr ites; for of the 


trie Retiotom; swhich be commends to him to promote and fpread, as as 


+’ Rewlime ing and lor fonnes? 

this for Gaye what then will not te 
Nay due ic for conftience wrath onely jasche 
Apottefays in another cafe; or God is able to briny-you the 
of wrath as well as Arr axernes, Did Cod 


from fach'a duty > for flartbering and will fic not judge 
Mapiftrates Cas'they will be-acknowledg 
for hindering the worke of his houfe? Nay, ifthey 
a they’can, chat all thirds may be doneaccaratel 
that the God'of avers Hat commanded; 
to judge, whoaloneareable 
Chritt che Prince of Peace; whiere heis kepr‘our, there’s 


chefé ; fo pray, for Rin 
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| Sub Principib. 
Maccabai 
Corum fuccef- 
foribus diver- 
Sa 
{ola ,Pharije , 
Sadducai 
lai, 
liber é vigts 
fates amice 
miter ft vixe- 
yuent. Alf. de 
Eccl 14, 


| incomragement, and 


Our Saviour did neicher feare them, nor 


Bounds, or - Sed. 

: and thall. bielle God , a8 doth, 


inlarge your hearts in proportion to this great duty and oppor. 


em 


Contain ing E out of the New 


from our‘Lord.and Saviour Jefus Chrift, when 
there were know not how many {edts, Caffideans, 

Pbarifees, Gaalonises and Herodians ; 
T hele all from one another, as materially as 
Chiittians doe now holding refurre&tion,noAn- 
gels, or Spirits ; orhers, holding all thefe, &c. yet they lived byone 
another ;. yea, and our Saviour Chrift, who lived among them § 
three and thirty yeares, and upwards , shhereak three yeares ahd 
more he {pent in the Miniltry, never (chat we read, of up the 
Magiftrate,to reduce them to an unity, neyer in thofe chat 
were in the right, or neareft the truth , ihe other 


(pare thent, but among 


for: not for 
Farther, Difci agreat.esnon » had an envious 
upon Chrift , have had their Mafter co have been 
Meflias. What doth Fobn doe toconvince them, and to.right 
our Saviour ? px chem into the crue faith, or fway 


cher alg by his place and auchoricy? No : but he * {ends them 
to Jefus; vinced by his word and works and obarwh 


is our Saviour carvage: 
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fall Prophets, that {hould worke fignes, and counterfeit the true Mini- 
and deceive 

ainft them, as to drag 


=e in the Apoftles dayes, about obferving dayes, cating meat facri~ 


to compos them bt by 2 


bs fince, either Civill or Ecclefiafticall 
lying in the face of che own 


8. Liters of Cnc | 
require €asatothertimes) 
of buc he 


thee be the like in more cireum- 


ftantiall differences? 
And our Saviour foretels that there fhould arifé falfe Cbrifts and 


many. But what word ever dropt from Chrifts 
them be- 


the like? No, bue he bide webewareiof than, 
And fo a= 


sham, Saviours 


fore the Magiftrate,or 


ver. 20. By sheir fruits yee fhall know 


eafure, that there fhould be a Chrift and aChrift, Prophets and | 
Apoftles and falfe Apottles in the world; and that 


t from the other, not by any brands 


eae but 


their fruies, and chat the one 
and "by the other, not by mi 
| by the Spiric. Michael contending with t 
brings no railing accufation, but tbe Lord rebuke thee. 
And fo what differences were there after our Saviours 


| 


to Idols, Circamei/fion, the bead or face in worfbip,and the he 
fike rene and how doth the 


by: reproving exhorting, convincing he meets 
of the Churches of God. Orhers were differences that diffufed them~ 
felves further,then in one Church,taking unftable minds. 
-tsp and downe ( perhaps Jevery where ; as the op ition of a fl, 


0 the Gofpel and Ci &<. Now’ how did the Apoftles be- 
have here, who were armed and inftruéted with a grea~ 
ter power and authority forthe vindicating of the truth, then ever 


a int ace, 
contciences,? 
I fay, 


was, fhewed it, ftriking Ananias 


Jemonftrates what he was, both by effeGuall words and workes, 
rer and fo is made manifeft im their confciences, as the Apoftle fayes 
ABS ; fewhere of himfelfe.._ 
i 


thelé men behave themfelves? Why,Paaul is very hoe 
| cond with) in his Epiftle co che Galzzzans, 
| chides, and infinuates, and exhorts, and des 

- ounces ; If an Angel from Heaven, ec. He was as warme as the Ae 

ftles were, when they called for fire from Heaven;as warme as 

are now in the cafe of Church-government ; but his zeale exprefles 

ic felfe the right way. -Indeed, he hath one {mart paflage , I would 

they were even cut Py that trouble you,but he cals not upon man to cut 

them off. Again, Pax! knew in what caufe he faid it,not in a doubr- 

full canfe, wherein he might have been wrong, and they right, but. 

he fpeakes thisin a full allurance and demonttration of the truth 

by the Spiti $ and’tis but a committing the judgement to God, 

fn other Epiftles we finde errours and herefies lay in Pasls way,and 
in the way of the truch + and thereupon he cals upon the Minifters 
to quit themfelves, and thews how they had need to be furnithed 
and aceonplifhe, that chey may exhort and convince gain-fayers ; 
¥ arid they miuft doe it! with patience and meeknefle , 2 Tim. 2, 29. 
Sohetrideed' mutt be rebuked fbarply , that they may be found inth 
faith. Bac heres nocallingto, nor authorizing any tocxercifeany 
- And Cyet not to have done with Pax! ) who had {pirit enough 
for che truth, yet were he might, how did he become all things to 
‘all men? vo the Fewes bewasat a Femserc.Not by an unworthy difli- 
mulation, putting on anyforme, to the humours of the prefent & 
company, but by a friendly accord, and walking with them, not- § 
withitanding differences that his prefence was no more 
@readfull, nor his company any more unpleafanc co them, then if ff 
he were one of their own, a Jew,or of the Circumcifion. And bere- 
in the Apoftle held forch an eminent practife of his owne Rule, 
1 Cor. 13. who after he had te many Controverlies, in 
‘the foregoing part of che Bpiltle, and. laboured to compound their 
@ifferences and itobring chem. to an uniturmity in the right order, 
ifit may'be had, I grant is noc indifferently.detireable yet 

| ) Sento you more excellent :and thatie the way of 
‘harity and love, as it follows : which is better then to have a mans 
| ‘mind polithed: wich the pureft notions and livelieft apprehenfions- 

i bercer for Chrittians cobe able torexencile abundance uf lovein 
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ments, with or without love. As order is faid to be the forme of the 


Chap, 9- Liderty of Confezence flated, Cc. 

made with orie ftring, nor with many ftrings fet to thé fame note; 
but of various notes and ftrings, right'y fec and fubdued to a har- 
mony, is the fweecett d of dithering Inftraments. Indeed, 
df they be not fet and fubdued, the variery makes but a moft une . 
pleafant crafhing confufion : fo it is in this oa of different judge- — 


uriiverfe, fo love may be faid to be the forme of the Church, which 
makes usall one, and ufefull to one another in what we have, pity- 
BN one another in what we have not. 

ftly, Pas! forefaw that as there were great, fo there would be 
greater errors, 20.29. For thu(fays he) shat after my de- 
parturc, foall grievous wolves enter in, Alf) of your felves fall 
men arife, {peaking perverfe things, drawing Difciples after them. But 


what courfe doth Paul advife them to ? but bids them therefore 


watch, and rensember bow by the fpace of three yeares, be had marned ever 
one of them night and day with teares, ver. 31. Yet are weeto have 
after Pauls example ) a ferious zeale againtt 
and the obitinate diddceninssors of of them. 


gx. 


‘J Examples and Tellimonies recorded and come 
mended to us by humane 


Hall we fall downe from thefe times ( the 
going no further ) co. the fucceeding times continued by 


other Hiftories, Exfebins, Theodorety and others, out of 
xy whom(and efpecially out of an unparalleld golden Ma- 


nuferipe [ have feene, which I wholly leave to cell hisowneTale.) 


many Initances, very pregnant and commendable , bepro- 
dail principally in the times of Conftantine, and his fonnes, and 

both the Theodof ws'es, and fome othe: who:tolerated 
divers wayes, and prelerved che peace between the feverall profe(- 
fors of them ; biisthes increafe the ght: 


_ ment, far beyond what was intended, theretoce L hall concent my 
wich one oncly, that indeed an catinent one. | 


forth that, vindicate the rach from 
| needing. 
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Marcus Aure- 
lius Antonius. 


7 — his Father before him .) upon occafion of an Eart 


and fufficiently:zealous of their own 


_C as was their manner upon 


bujufcemodi hominibus 


voyd of 


is tiketo be 
fonant to 'reafon, and the principles of naturall light ; and {0 this 


Inftance or Inftances will have much authoricy wich them , and 
a vertue not onely ilufirative, but argumentative. The Inftance 
Many complaints were brought by them of Afta, the Elders and 
thereofjtothe Emperour Marcus Aurclius Antonin, (as to 
h-quake which 
did them great damage, ) againft the Chriftians, who by reafon of 
their difierent Religion were their envy, & a great eye-fore rothem, 
charging thefe Chriftians to be the caufe of that Earth-quake, 
every mif-fortune that befell them,and 
to cry out againft them,Ad Leones _) even as now all the faction and 
tumult is laid upon tender Confciences ; to whom the Emperour 
anfwers thus, De motibws autem terre, Comperi quod in bu- 
rebus, ad illorum invidiam, communes cafis transfert, Gre. 
—Super quibus plurimis ex Provinciis Fadices etiam venerabili Patri 
nofiro fcripferunt. Quibus refcriptum eft ab eo, ut nihil omnino molefti 
arent nift forte arguerentur,aliquid er 
Sum Romani Regni flatum moliri. Sed ¢ mibi ipfi, de bis quam plurimt: 
wetulerunt, quibus ego paternam fecutus fententiam, pari moderatione 


$4 The ancient Bounds , or See. 2, 
chat one. or any humane teftimonies ; and‘ though it be 
se om bring them, yet I would not be brought under the power of 
fuch an obligation. But they may ftandusin good ‘tead, thus far, 
; eo induce an care that is inclined to Antiquity and Authority. And 
what wee fee of this-kinde times, inmen 
| 
| fe quss perjejtit bominibus abfq; ullo crimine 
| movere negotia, ille quidem qui delatus pro boc nomine fuerit abfolvatur, 
etiamft probetur id effe quod ei objicitur, Chriftianus 33s antem qui cri- 
| | men obtendit,rews pane ipfius quam objecit, exiftat. The fumme of it 
; | in Englifh is this ; That as for the Earth-quake, be bath found by expe- 
wiencey that. they doe put common accidents upon their (i. the Chriftians) 
| | account out of envy, and commands them as bis Father bad done before, 
mm “mot to worke shefemen any trouble, except they {ould be found to attempt | 
cok againft the Roman Empire. If any did cauflefly moleftthem, | 
| | she Chriftian flould goe free, and bis the punifbment 
im Deleuatlune Here’s now a Heathen, not onely tolera- 
“ing a contrary on to his own (for he remained. 
en 


Ww 
thoriry, not upon all evill manners, dometticall or publique,ex 
difturbe the 


‘Rature or managin 
that wee aske: 


Chap. Liberty of Conference flated, Oc. 


cheir cauflefle ken 
che talt day, tn du 


rife up in 


$F 


yes 
many of the Ancients have father’d this opinion of mine, .4«/in how 
- Ftake notupon me to tell. But Axftin once for us, afterwards got- he came to be 


ten from us, by what means , I thall give you account out of Peter *8%i0% Us.” 


Martyr: Atq; bec ratio frit cur anted judicaffet, now 


oportere Magsfiratwn anim idvertere in Hereticos poftca mutavit fenten— 


tiam: Alii-enim Epifcopi proferebant multas Ecclefias, que metn-Impe~ 


m, & Donatiftarum fattione defciviffent, 2m affuctu- 
dine cognoviffent Catholicamveritatem, ut nullo patto vellent ab cA-dif- 
cedere ; The Bi(bops of feverall places told him what great fuccefje the Em- 


not a rule for wife men to goe by,.in as much as-Solomm lays; That. 
there be juft men ( and {fo juft wayes ) to whom-it bappeneth ening 
to the worke of the wicked; and there be wicked'men, ( and fo wick 

whom it bappeneth according to the worke of therighteous. 
anchy puts the Crifts of che uemoft extent of the Magittrates au- 


peace,.or hinder the publique good ; 
though:yet they may fall under theCh izance, yea cor- 


reCtion. His words are thefe ; There are many wickedne(fis, againfh 
which the Magiftrare truly Chriftian, dith not ufe to proceed, neither 


bound by bis lawes alfo many evill msnners, both domefticall and pub- 


lique, which die not difturbe the w peace, on the publique good : 

But she Church ought not to beare thefe, but v0 correlt according to 
Chri  Lanchies rule, difiurbing the pub- 
| in the iftra 


his judgement, errours in faith, or praftife of Religiort, are not: 
within the Magiftrates Cognizance, except they be fuck in their 


perours force bad to reclsime men from Donatifme. But alone is . 


g, as difturs the publique peace: Which is al 


chen fill, as the firft paflage of his Epiftle fhews; Ezo quidem man 

ambigo Diis tpfis cu-eeffe ne quis noxius latest ; Multo m | 
convenit punire quitpfts tmm'are nolunt ,gquimvobss counte- 
nancing and “feadiag for it,not onely not impeachingit of fa&i- 

on, but implicicly clearing of it, not onely providing i ear 
cept 
hind: 
{ 


And how far the {pirits of many now are from the moderation 
of laver Authorsand Writers, I might thew. delivers his po. 
fition thas upon the Queftion ; De pace o( mf vocant ) for de 

diberrate Réligionis, five de bono autonomie An & quatenus conced; 
pi agiftr arse? Ubi licet nos concedamms unam duntax rt Relin 
gionem,quan videlicet ipfe Magifiratus veram agnofcit ex werbo Dei; ab 
covlem Macifir atn, pro virih confervandam effe, neminem t amen ad. cans 
dem externa aliqua cogendum effe docemus : quin potins fizam Con|cin 


enti libertatem reli Rew 


ligiomem exercitium, fi non publicum, faltem privatum, ant clandeftimen 
ex fingularibus caufts permittendum effe flatuimus, Atq; boc demum 
fit pacem concordiam externam feu polétiam inter Orthodoxos non 
etiam hereticos fimul colendam, ab ipfo pio Magiflraty 
procurari, & poffe em debere exiftimamus. I could not wilh my judge- 
ment more happily expreft, nor words more accommodate to 
fenfe,viz. That thouzh the Magiftrate be with might and mine to 
fend but one Religion, even that wbich he judges tobe the truth by the 


Word of God ; yet none onght to be compe 


ld to that by outward forces, bus 


all; ) and that a Civill externall peace foould be msintain’d by the gode 

ly Magiftrate, even betreeen Orihodox and Heterodox. And-he gives 
*Prima niti- chree* Reafons tor 
cura didis, juftitiam & charicatem ftudiumgq; pacis & ferid nobis ommibus com- 
mendant : & ne quid alitér adverfus proximum ftatuamus, quim qualicér nobifcum agi velle- 
mus diferté precipiunt. Deniq; utcon{cientiis fuam libertatem concedamus & difentienees io 
negotio Religionis toleremus,emaino mandant, $..9. Hom. ta. tq. alibi. 
Secunda pericarabexemplis fapientium & piorum Pringippytum in vereritumin Ro 
Tertia ab ipfa-nacurali equitare iremg ; adj utiljrate,quam etiam ex perientia quotidiana 


comprobat. Nam praterquam quod zquiffimum c&, in canfa Relizionis abommni vi & co- 


g@ione externa abftinere, ipfis etiamrebus publicis ut ita fiat, omnino arg; conducje ; 
uippe que alien) facitlime turbarenenr, & inccftinis bellis, ac anuryis lanienis tandem condi 
derent : prout hattenusin multis Europe provinciis, Gallia prafertim & Bolgio,accidifle novir 
mus. Cum conrad in Germania, Helvetia, Polonia, & alibi locogum,in guibus Religionum lr 
berras ha&enus indulka fyir, difcordiis & lanienis, non Ergo tes ipla per le li- 
cita, & bona eft, peraccidens abtifis aliquis accedere afte Keel. lb. 
And what Reformation this Kingdome, had in the late. dayesit 
Humfred. de did conift the incoaftion or. 
MENT, whatloever ic did in the 


peopile ; as one reports of ic, Nar 


his judgement, which J {hall transject into the 


every mans Conj{ctence to be left at. liberty, ec. (A thall not Englith ic - 


{pontancounels of it inthe Parlia- 


ancze OURaS Or 
Alfted. 
é 
f 
t 
4 
a 
; 


-ehacet equitas moderatio Principum, qui allicere, ducere, 


partes 
reff 


dike 


as very equall and rationall. 
iff were in Davids cafe, + Sam. 21. without 
‘weapons , I might cran{late two or three 


Ant 
the remedies 


ted for thefe (272-Church-mat- 


$¢ and panifhmencs.Chrift faith, 
kingdome is not of this world : andthe Apoftle,2 Cor.10. 3, 4, 
peapons of our warfare‘are not carnall, but mighty throngh God, to the 

‘ftromg bolds, by which the fpirie, the inward 
mani, even every thought is fabjetted to the obedience of Chritt. 


Cari, and by chem doch his s and hence Eccle- 
“fiafticall thofe fcandals in the-Church, ~ the 
the’ 


* nifhments in the body, and in the purie, which can be 


| ckinde fcoue the {pirirnall kingdome of Chrift , prodtice 

“Conicience, Thus M*Edwards, and far more, 
mit for brevity fake. Therefore T 


- 
we 


ut fertur,patnit omnibur ad-dicendum locus nec 


perfiesdere 
ut mendacinn fit, fi qui 


itatem. won veritatem. etiam conjiat, 


aduverfaria arti in publica difpus atione fs teri, 


vera Relig.conferv. p.3 1532. 


yfwordand 
pages out ot M‘ Edwards 
| produce but a paflage or cwo,p.168 he hath thefe 


ters,8 matters of Confcience,and the inwardiman are fpiricuall 


meanes mutt be ufed in the kingdome of 


no place, neither-can fuch means-which are of a Uif- 


whith 


$7 


ers, Sic. which here he fo: 
. 
To tell what Triglandius, and the W 
it felfe. Forshefe thar are produced have-nc 4 


“The anceent Bounds, 
puldthem from the thockes of any y Difcourfes of this 
prepare and which were abou hs 


havegleaned and gathered thele fr ts here and 
there from places alien enough cis len dei 


Ay») that | 


Wherein Objettions are amfmered. 


Shall beg wich the reat. and indine Objettitin of 
the Ki nga of Judas Alig 


ywho,reduced. the true wor- 

by c meaness-F faid of 

Chron, 15.43. That they entredinto Govenant, to feeke the 

God of their and shat not, fhorild:be 

todeath.: And of Fofiab, 2 Chron.34.3 2. that.renaing che Covenant 

firft himfelfc, he casfed alfo.al that were Ferme end Ber 
jemin to fiand to it. 


‘Te this I might anfwer; asfirit Lmight wihyot 
Jock into sof their 


Anfw.3. 


ta 


Objet. 1. 

i 
| 
| 
fesences.among Chriftians; fo that th: not 
tothe Cale and Queftion. There might be different opinions a 
| fecke the Lord God of their Fathers; and itimight be indulged to 
} 2. fhon-dhey exercited: im che maveer of fecking, 
| 13.9) For ’wwas no other 
im athatlaw that this pra&ift refer’d. unto; which is thelaw pro- 


y 
4 
r 
P 


inthe dayof thy pomer, w 


Whatfoever th 


from them couse” 


not follow.chat we muft be fo, nay the 
if the Charch in her nonage was fed. more 
fon,nwstt they cherefore when they are growne up? How ever ic was- 
that their fervice was:com requived frome chear, weeltave a ve 
Sond dae Pak. 210. Lhy people foaltbe* willing tune The. 
hich day of Chsifts: power, is the times.of word comes. 

: that is u- - 


ftabili- -2 29,78. 


morein thi ey did:right! and 
ima fold there isnot par to 
Secondl 
We tien 
much in the conformi 
Fok. 4- Whichi ‘hidden. man, the Taberna-. | 
peculiar N of Fisdah (asic fogs thing . 
thing of chip ours havehhor 5 werevypes con- 
his. Kingiy office Con h, and. did-bear ‘vifibbp.and, jaf vert 
offices, ven.as Prieits and exe ‘it, 44.2 
| niles of 


Whe ancient Bownds,or* 39> 
ftabilicy, that aremacde to:‘Chrift in the perfonsoftheKings of 
dab and to bring home thisexception, what is alledg’d to bedone. 
by chem in the foregoing inftances of compelling the people, was, 
doneby vertue of their Ecclefiafticall Notion. ‘But now the cafe ig 
otherwife. Our Kings are onely the Minifters of God in the world, 
(ruling indeed for the Church, not iz the Church ,. and over itias 
then, ) neither are they anointed in any fuch Notion as They were, 
_ that isyto execute the Kingly office of Chrift in hisChurch.. 
(Fourthly, and laftly, The eof the Jewes were interchange- 
he who was head of the Srate, 


4 


ably a Church & a Nation, (fo 
alfo of theChurch in-a typicall way ; as he that was a 
‘ member of the Common-wealth , was by that.a member of the’ 
Ghutch', and vicever{z_) which no people ever fince were, there- 
fore the Argument will not hold from I/rael to Eng/and, or any o- 
ther Nation : and this power that was exerciled by the. 
Kings of Judzb among them, did relate to this Notion. Now then. 
_, toany other Nation, that neither is nor can be lookt upon.under. 
fach a Notion, fach a:difcipline isnot applicable: For a {picituall 
body asthe'Church, and a fpirituall power or jurifdi&ion, (asifit. 
Chrifts it is, ) are relatives, and as poftto rebato ponitur é correla. 
{0 fablato uno relatorum tollitur alterum.Now though I know 
Nationall Church in one fenfe is the apple of fome mens eye; 
«+» Gand M* Priz of late hath endeavoured to make a lid for it with a 
numerous quotation out of the old aad new Teftament, Ifa. 2. 2. : 
Mc. 4. 7.%&c. But chofe places doe no more hold forth National. 
Gonverlions and , then the 12.:F0b.47.& 


Churches, 

_. ‘which of Chrifts dying for the fins of che wor. 
_ orld,doe hold forth redemption.) Yet in this fenfechey 
_... held it; That asin I/rael, fo in England, fo in 
| Seatland.the Nation is holy, and all that are borne init are of the: 
“<< Church ipfo fatto, or ipfo natu ; and if not fo, then may not Chrifi#! 
__Kingly Sceptery which relates onely to his Church, be fwayed over 
themrall generally. Therefore Kings or Magiftrates may not.now) 
as:then conipell men to Religion: But that which thofe 


“ima typicall way, Chrift the 


60 
it 
ot his Church doth jin a {pirieus 
| at cnow Te; of the sby his Princes (or: 
| The chiefe “chiefe Priefts, for fo the word may be rendred indifferent! y) with» 
im ones, 


there of prefling.20 


them. : Doth not the Apotle milly, * 


Chap. ro. 
the affiftance of Levites through his Dominionswhich was Chrifts: 
dominion and che Church adequately then; )foChirift felustie 

and bring homeo his Church the . 
of his Prieftly and Propheticall office ; 


Another Objc&ion like unto thie former, is Uniform. How. 


be, and uni teins: An 
Fir after, becaufe the swe bave attained, 
let us walke 3-16. Bue this: cannot be 
things attained, more then to thinke the fame thing, to which yet 
wee are alfo exhorted. There ts one bedy, the Apoftle fays, and’ one 
{pirit seven as we are called in one bope of ovr calling ; One Lordyone Faith, 
one Baptifme,one God, and Father of all, who is above all, and’ 
alyjand in.we al Here's unity over and over, but this doth not ne« 
ceflarily draw. Nay the Apoftle 
to-every one of us given gréce,according 
As not to every Officer 


Leberty of Confeience fated, ou 


"gull chere be uniformity, if chere be this liberty ? 


another in love, ( that is, in cafe of differences ic: 
nut be fi not fo much.as to cenfure: one another (rhuch 
lefle one another ) and.:as an Argument co this forbear 
themof their unity, Now what need were 
unity where there is uniformity, ( Sevis inter fe. 
convenit urfes, ) where.all are'of a ftraine?: What necds a bond of 
peace, where there are no.crackes nor flawes of divifion? Neither: 


tates have 36 wiatke together by the 4 


4 
holds.n oportional OE 
= 
nong ¢ to require t ina ory-way,is to’ 


mam he mints Gud fc sis eno im To 
inthe zeale ofumiformuiry, is a as will never make 
* Wale thon for meat, fays the A deftroy bins for whom, 
Chrift dud? Gold may be bought too deare, fo may . 
Andis it notas an expeGation to have all men of one appre- 
henfion in all things, asto haveall men. ofthe fame ftature or 
or their faces to be all alike ?Is it not the glory ofheaven- 
myfteries, that a the Elzamens for beight., and the earth for depth, 
Cnthay fhould be of an infinite im(crutability,and exercife the parts 
Bifhops Argument it dyewith them having in . 
As:the Apoftle fays. in the c 
finging, be ture-it be: done with a graceful heart, Col. 3. 16. Adaking 
npelady im ome els'a 
tor God is.a. irit: So wemay fay inthe maceer in hand ; Thereis: 
indeed an but this is. nothing in. comparifen 
ofthe inward: unis which: im the having the fame. 
Chrift in_all our hearts, working the fame workes: of mortification 
andi vivification imus.: and this)is not. called indeed by fo fleight a 
nameas tloifermity. ;.’cis. as. before: Wichout which, Upi- 
fonmity is an. abominasion: ; but where unity. is, unitormivy maybe, 
nays be- difpens'td wal may. bethad-upon caer 
termes then compuifjon.. 


would purcha(e it.at‘any rate, in Selomons words; Be 
fuch: bucnimg and: confumi 
fouir; for 


che hunches fiature : And ivisagainft 


terhave a withchus ingaged You cannot 


‘God himtelée im alt thefe,, 
For che which crooked 
man make 


| 
‘ 


—— ie 


Chap. ro. 
tishied with nothing but 


fering in che gee and pradtif 
gne another, and Keep the unity 


sve might 1 


| a1. For there ate 


mouthes chervone ; as if you not 
with 


of Confeienee fated, 


uniformity 
attaiteable happines, though Iknow noc whether I may cetme it 
happines,and whether it be not a greater that Saince dif- 
¢ of fome can yet love 
of the Spirit in 
nothing better (as Solomon faysin another 


* Theres 


notwichftanding 


cafe) then that a man eat and drinke , and make bis fle injg goed in 


berter ithen to rejoyce in that proporti- 

know this profperity ity, foche pro- 
portiin folds of truths and erroure: God bath fr she owe ater 
the other, to the intent that man foould find nothing after timy(i:) chat — 


refolve our full contentment and joytull reft ito jee 


Ghritt alone. 

Further, that place is objetted againft che defired liberty, Tit. 
many wirnly and vaine talkers, they of the 
Cincumcifien, whofe moutes muft be flapped. 

Fam almoft in compaiiion dnd 
‘on, that godly men make Scriprure lackey fo to their owne 
conceits againft the lawes of all genuine I am for 

af rhonthes.cod. Pat there are mort wayes of fopping mens 
your eyes and cares I fhall ac- 
foree, but 


quaint you. ens may be hope, mot eely by 

arguments. Rom. 3. 19. That every may be flopped, and al 
the world may become guilty before God. What ftopping is that there? 
Boe wenotfay, then a mans mouth is ftopt when he hath noshing 


to fay, when he#s‘convineed or confounded with a ofren+ 
fon broaght again ft him? Loot but a liecle higher then the texte, 
and for winectver this be not the 


Yo wr. hiding the 
And it follows im- 
unruly, and vaine talkers, and decesvert, 
Nel how their 


; an eye that covets an an- 


* Book, 24. 
Ob 
Anfan. 
| ot 
Nor Lord Bithops, buclabe 
by his fityburby: 


-Magiltrate, but imcing them in their con{ciences. Now des 
*Brethren, ifany-of you have opprefied this Scripture with rt, 
~mercifull load of Magifteriall reftraine of conscience bearing up. 
“on it, and if yourmouths be now ftopped, open them againe, and 
‘free the trath that hath made you free. | 
~ Toreftraine errours is a good worke,but it muft not be doneby 
isnrighteous meanes. If Gods glory may abound through my lye, | 
#t doth not make it lawfull for me to lye : But how hall errours be 
ut off How? by the Word, which is che {word of the Spirit, and 
itis for want of faich appl yed co this meanes, that wee fee fo little 
éruit of it ; and it is che policy of Satan co hide the efficacy of this 
_ meanes from us, and by making us zealous of a falfe, to divert us 
from the ufe of the true and proper meanes.Looke upon the Word 
inftiation, and what canit not doe? Fhe Word of God is quiche 
and powerfull ; and you will never fubdue errors, till you take tothis — 
courfe. The courfes of violence againtt 
even of erroneous men ; what,is it becaule he /.ztes.er- 
5 a$ well as by.witi> 
againft chem wich 
the fword,cthen with the Word ; and the reafon is,becaufe the Word 
is Gods meanes, thé{word is mans3 the Word is an Inftitutiun;the 
fword is our invention :the Word is-a {pirituall meanes,(and thofe 
‘are mighty , asthe Angels are above men ) the {word is acarnall 
meanes; God ftands ingaged to make good his Word, and chea 
*cis no’ matter how weake and unlikely the'meanes be , be 
bound for it; Inftinniom beftowes that force and | 
spon ic ;.1f God inftitute a bit of bread, and a fip of wine, in 
a ule of it, to-ftrengthen my faith, ic fhall doe it. Thofe brave men, 
Souldiers and ‘Armies, mentioned Aled. 14. had noe obtained thole 
great victories and atchievements, but faith ; and had they 
far weaker then they were, yet with faith cheyshad done never 
the lefle. Fhe moft {pecious meanes wishout an Inftic- 
‘tion is nothing ; the pooreft with an Inftitution isalmighty. _ 
._ Aske not then, How fhall men be preférved from errours ? for 


the 
rours and herefies? No, by chem he alfo rai 
ous a&tions ; But he had rather yee fhould fight 


} 
Objell. 
Anfw. 
| 


Chap.t0o. Liberty of Confeience tated, Gc. « 
and utmott 
being feduced,* They (hall deceive, if it be poffible, 


truft to Chrift, fo thall we ingage iim : a. man will looke to be 


_ dare not chinke otherwife of chem ) are carried away with le pre- 


But we thall haveno peace 


them, arid to them: che dodtrine, pra&ife, prayers, patis, 


of che relation, in and upon all and esch of thefe. Pal. 133. For 


there the Lord commanded the blefing, exc. But if not fo interetted, 


or not fo diftin&ly, or nofin fo pure a Church,that contcientioul- 
ly praG&tifes that mutual] infpeftion,.and care of one another : ‘yet 
God hath not left himfelfe to any of his fervants wichout witnelle 
of a due care of their foules , in this concernment, nor left any of 


his without fufficient meanes. * Tee have an untlion which 
teacbeth you all things, is not {poken peculiarly to Church-mem- 


bers, though in a larger proportion perhaps to them:buc God takes 
caseof all his ele&: if ic had not been fo, Chrift would have told 
us ; If ic were not fo, Chrift would not make a {2 poffibile of their 

Let's 
notdiftruft our caufe, nor the cruch in confiGing with errours, 


Tandem vincet veritas, Truth fhall overcome: and let's not diftrut 
-Chrift,, but that as he kept his owne while he was with them on 


earth,and recommended them co his Father at his departure: fo he. 
will not faile to keepe them now, that al power « given into bis 
hands, the gates of bell {ball nat prevaile aguinft them, Let’s commit 


tufted, or he will not count himielte i ‘ 
But we fee many of the Ele& ( for ought that we can j 


Xo better a ground or confideration would I defire to mollifie 


ject co them, therefore exa& not too ftriétan account of all men. 


‘[fthere are many that thall live heaven notwithftanding their 


errours, it is. no fin to leg them dive 


onearth. 

OW ¢ is that? Why}; cannot yee live peaceably by differing 

Brethren? The faule of variance, {ftrife, and envyings,lyes not in the 

judgement , but in the will, not in che bead, bur inthe beart, 
But ditiering opinions will:be contending for victory. 


there be pride, not els: *Onely through pride comes comtemiom, 
Opinions may fu ive, yet men may agree. Theremay be pugna logi- * Prov.14.10} 


cals, and yet paxemor alis. 


any reafonable man towards men in Errours: The Ele& are fub-— 


of Elders and Brethren , with the {peciall biefling 


Joh,2. 20; 


Objet. 


Objet. 


| | 
| 
| 
Mat. 24. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Stig. 


U 


Zgrant opinions may be managed and a@tuated by turbulent {pi- 
rits, in a feditious, fatious, tumultuous way : and in fuch cafe the 
Magiltrate mult come in indeed; and none fhould run fafter to call 
him then I would if any, party or kinde of men, either trea- 
cheroufly undermine, or violently affaule their Brethren, that live 
fecurely by them, inoffenfively exercifing their confciencesy I con- 
ceive it is 2 matter to be punifbed by the Fudges ; be the aflaylants ne- 
ver fo nach in the night, and the fufferers in {ome errours, yet mo- 
_ There is another ObjeGtion,and no meane one,though of 
ticular nature and force , relating not to all perlons concernéd in. 
the common caufe of the argument of this difcourfe, but peculiar- 
ly co usin thefe three uniced Kingdomes, and that is the Nationall 
Covenant, which is charg’d home in the Axtapology, and made to 
{peake (for there are that can make any thipg {peake what they 
lift ) again{t the defired liberty. 
But firit, if this Covenant be applyed no otherwife then was at 
firft intended, (.which wichout greateftingratitude and uncharita 
blenefic I cannot.adiit,) in being thus made.a barre and prejudice 
again{t the free difquifition of truth, ( as in effe&t it is }) I know not 
the Authors of a proje& could be innocent. But to wave 
the intention , there is nothing more obvious then the praétife to 
in{nare and illagueate tender Confciences by this Covenant 3 firft, 
_  @omipelling chem to take it; afterwards, conjuring them by it 
Who knows not that an unlawfull oath or Covenant, is better 
broken chien kepr : Therefore jutifiethe matter of the Oath and Co 
caule it ischarg’d very y not prefumptuoufly upon them 
have takewha'dath to doe an unlawfulla&,chey mutt be ferred 
up-to thate& in of that oath and Covenant. Therefore 
furft make good this, chat ‘tis their duty to profecute all different 
Brethren, elfe in charging a Covenant (foto doe ) upon them, you 
ee foote of f0 judicious a Parliament will not be 
+. But not to compound the matter thus: We cannet yeeld ea 


The anceent Bounds , or 3; 
Objet. But ciyill watres_ and {editions have {prung from different o. 
mins. 
An{w. 
Objeét. 


£0 the matter of 
mer in it firlt part of my Anfwer 


Liberty of Confctence fated, Oe. 
fenfe you put upon the Covenant : Nor will any expreffion orex- 


amount to fuch a verdi& as you give in moft confidencly: If they 


thould,as I muft confefle then,that I was deceivedjand fo fhallhhol 


my felfe obliged in no other fenfe,then I underftoodit when Itook 
So I thall profefle my defire to repent of my rafhneffe in taking 


I did it without the leaft appearance to my beft judge 


contradi&ion to my principles. 
to the Teft therefore, there are foure the Co- 
venaat urged againft this liberty ; (tor a toleration wee owne not, 
permsiffio nom eft nife poceetig and tis in fuch matters wherein the Ma 


iftrate Is aut 
conceive he is not, without prejudice to his juft 

The fir claufe is of Endeavouring the reformatid of i in 
Kingdomes of England and Ireland, iz Dotirtne, Workin, Goveru> 
The Claufe is of Endesvenriniy 


the three Ki to the in Ber 


ligion, C Cohfeffion on of ¥ aith, Forme of Church- Government, 
Worfbip, aud Catochizing. 


The third ; That svee {hall in like manner, sithoxt ref 
endeavoser the extirpation of Schifine , and what ever fb be found tom 
trary t0 fomnd dottrine, ana tle pamwer of goalineffe, me partake 


ther mens fannes. 

The fourth and laft,’is the Endeavowring of the difcovery of fic a 
bave reformation of or 
king any fattion, or partits among t be people, contrary to this league and 


I thal firft tale Exceptions 
&ion : and becaufe there is mOre if man- 


tothe anfwer 


in ovo exveria,in the tes 


ons therein, confidered in their ceowale, place and relation, — 


is bound to reftraine, which here I homs | 


<3 


| 
| | 
An{w. 
7 
f 


they are not fo much as a focious Rule : they 


_ the Judge and Executioner. So that here is [nothing but 
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Firft Partialit clipping and partlally reprefenting not ondy 
the Parliaments oils , but even che words of the Covenant, ay 


he had gorup againe the Index Expurgatoriws ) quoting onely the 


words that make for his own curne, and leaving out what doth 
and ought to goealong with them. This in twe particulars. 1. Lea- 
ving out thofe words belonging co the firit Claule , viz. according 
¢o the Word of God, \which is fet before theexample of the beft re- 
formed Churches, as being the onely patterrie and regulation for 
us and them : and we doenot jarare in exemplar, {weare to the pat- 
tern of the beft reformed Church in the world, further chen it (hal! 
approve it felfe by the Scriptures. Follow me , as I follow Chrift. So 
that fo far areorher Churches from being the onely Rule, that 


equipage with j but are {ubordinste to the Word , and of a fecon- 
dary confideration and imitation after the Word of God : and the 
leaving outef thefe wofds,1 might well call the clepping of the Co» 


wenant,for it takes away the Ring of the Coine (as it were ) where- 
in the letters of Infcriptiom( that fhew whofe this Covenantis,and 


whoand whofe we are that make it, and give the fpecificall diffe- 
rence, or charafterifticalf diftin&ion between it, and a Popithim- . 

licit faith ) are contained. The other particular left out is in the 
atter end of the Covenant, which yet referres to the whole obli- 
gation of each perfon refpe&ively, viz. that he fhall by all lawful 
wayes and meanes, and according to his place and calling, endeavour 
to obferve and performe the tenour of the Covenant, vz. to bri 
the Churches to uniformity , and to extirpate fchifme: As for in- 
ftance,'tis the godly Magiftrates duty,their place and calling,to fend 
forth Minifters intothe darke places of the Land, and to fetup 
lights to guide mens feet into the wayes of truth and peace, and re. 
claime chem from errours: and he cannot be urged upon his cal- 
ding to pufiifh or compell gain-fayers. And the Minifters place and 
calling is to improve his parts and 


and out 
of feafon, by exhorting, rebuking, inftru@ing, with all long-fufle 
¥ing and doGrine, and he is to goe no further, not to deliver up to 


touring the Covenant thus , in putting men upon that abfolutely, 
Ww 18 


defireable and t6 be profecuted onely conditional), vi 
Conformity to and uniformity with other Churches, 


an 

| 

| 

| | 

| | fallacy 

| 


_ Booke as they, and all the foolith 


_ Alears, broken our painted glafle and Crucifixes ( all which have 
been done butt fince this Parliament, and upon this Covenant many 


couraging the hearts,.of fuch a 
end and the Parliament,have been the 
fife of this caufe many wayes ) by turning the whole traine of the 
Covenant againft them, asif chere were no Papilts nor Malignants 


Ghap.to. Liberty of Confeience fated, Ge. 
gheeruth,and it may be done with the Word of God ; and fallacy 


likewife in prompting men to doe that omnibus vin & modu, as they 


fay, which is to be done onely regularly and anderly , as every mans 


leadshim. 
2. Tautology, which is a confequen 


leaving out thefe words {according to the Word of Ged | in che firk 


Claufe, he hath deftroyed ics particular nature and diltin& kinde, 
and hath made it run into the fecond Claufe:chat whereas the firft 
Claufe in the Covenant founds reformation, now as he has maimed 
4c, it {gunds no more then uziformity,which makes it the fame with 
the fecond Claufe, as by comparing the two Claufés above may 

3. Subornation of fenfe, and that in chefe particulars, viz. Inter- 
ing the nearef! conjun&tion in his fecond Claufe, co be an abfo- 


date conjunétion and identity. If we be agreed of the fame Church- 


Officers with the reformed Churches, and havecaft out the old u- 
Gurpers as they have done, if we have cafhier’d the common-Prayer- 


Ceremonies, and Organ-pi 
and Copes, and Veftments, and diftin&ion of places, difplaced cae 


of them.) Now I fay, if this be the neareft conjunétion, with the re- 
formed Churches, which the Word 


dotirine, and the of godlineffe, and evil inftru- 


did indeed levell thefe batteri aufes, I am much mi- 


-ftaken, onely I mutt crave leave to fay then, "twas not fairetodraw 
thefe men intoa Covenancto deftroy themfelves. 


Fourthly, Dif-fervice to the State,in weakning the hands,and dit 
confiderable number in the Citie 


tof che former errour; for by : 


God in the Interpretation 
_of our Contciences, will allow ; doe wee not fave our Covenant, : 
7 ‘we caft not our Churches into fueh Claflicall, Provincial 

_and National] formes of administration as they? 2. In applying 
thofe termes and Claufes of [ Schifine and whatfoever foall be found 
comtrary to found 
ments, bindering Reformation, making fattions , and parties among the — 
junto the Congregationall men: Againft whom ifthe Par- _ 


aw 


¢ 
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aj 


anceent Bounds , or Se. 32 
todifcharge it againft. And it feemes this is but the dirsh of thar 
challenge again ft thefe men to be the Sanballar’s and Tobias in 
this pretefit worke ated ingapemenc) which was the prodvomus 
moneths agoe. And is it nota great dif-fervice to the State, tobe- 
reave or goe about to bereave the Kingdome of the ftrengthof 
many cordiall purfes, braveCom- 
manders, and valiant Souldiers, which are of this way and judge- 
gment:and to doeit at this when we have need of no finbdivic 
fons, a common enemy waiting for us both? Could more pernici- | 
ows advice be given wich more probable fuccefle for ruine then this? 
to divide the found party among themfelves ? 1 call not this 4i-af 
fection to the State, (for truly I judge not fo of theman,but that he | 
fpake & wrote herein heknew not what, norof what confequence) 
buc certainly the greateft dif-fervice to the State it is, that aman of | 
‘mo greater intereft and influence could doe. I cal] not for Juttice, 
Laftly the higheft breach of love and charity is this that could be, 
to apply the fore-mentioned termes and things to this fort of men: 
as let all the world; or any indifferent man that is not baptized in- 
tothe fame [piric of gall and wormewood, confider antl judge. 
Now-tothe matter of the ObjeG&tton ‘(Cavoyding What might be 
returned ) thatthe Covenant may withesfairea conftruCton,& as 
genuine and unforc't an interpretation, be urged againft the Presby- 
tery,and for the Congregationall way as otherwite. I anfwer bridly 
thus; That the Covenant binds no man, nor number of men, no 
State or Church, for their parts refpe€tively,to any patterne or de- 
gree of Reformation ,Cenformiry,or Uniformity with other Chuf- 
ehes : butwhat thall to them and each of their Confti- 
ences, appeare to be according to tbe Word of God : And fuch a Refor- 
mation do the Congregational! men delire,pray,preach ,endeavour 
_ for and after,(theretore are no enemies 10 Reformation, asis alledged — 
‘by. the Obje&er in purfuance of their Covenant, as they fhould — 
and would have done, if there -had been no fach outward Cove- 
nant obliging them." E will not feare to appeale to you: would we 
have men driven in droves to the Sacrament ftill, and the precious 
_ andthe vile commixed together? Would -we have idle dromesand 
idoll Shepheards furffered in Congregations, and the. darke places 
of the Land remaine {till fill of creelty ? Would we have the Bithops 


3 ? 
/ 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
1 
if 
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Liherty of Conference fated, 


Chap.to. 
Cours and Confittories contiane? 


Nay-bad theft ever betn downe, 


we lad notunder God, as a forlorne hope, fark given them bac- 
ou the face to fay, wee binder Reformation, 
rther aygd purer Reformation ( your felves’ 
being Judges?) Youwould fic on this fide Jordan, we would 
you, bur pafle over Fardz : how 


How then a8 
| where wee are fo 


not onely fo far with you 
chen doe we hinder you? Sic you quiet if you will not helpe us as 
we lifive helped you doe not fay (to help your felves and 
cule your owne ingratitude ) that we are enemies to Reformation. 


pvt withall, and could gather in with either fenfe, my eye Or care ; 
Qaely there is a paflage in the Antgpology, that I mutt give,an Ani- 
madverlion upon, v2. by vertne of many Scriptures both in the 
Old and New Teftawent, the example of the Kings of Fudab, ec. The 
Parliament 1s bound to eftablifh , and to coms nd obedience to that Re- 


stion which judged (to wit, by the prefent Synod.) moft agree 


pre the Word, and to-fup prefle and hinder all others... 

Now thefe places ix New Teftament ( Iconfefle.) made the lis 
Reis: :( for of the old-Teftament and Now, there is not ezdem ratig,. 
nor of the Kings of Jrdzh and of Ewg/and, as hath been thewed be- 
fore) but if the New Teftament conclude us under fach an arbitra- 
tion, we are gone. I turned to the places quoted, and {hall delire no 
‘moré of any man, but to turne-to them, and {atisfie himfelte, The. 
Soriptures.are, «Rom. 13.4: Epis 5. 2 pif Fob. 
Rev... 

 Forthe of thems, already prevensed it, and fhewed. 
thativaffignes decds woukes to the Magiltrates Cognizances 
mencs Eph. ‘And fellow|bip with she 

fallworkg of darkneffe, but rather yeprove thim. is nothing more then: 
an admonition to:all Chriftians, in as mich as they ate the chil< 
dren of light, to have no fellowthip with:the {innes before mentio= 
ned in thac Chaprer, fornication, uncleahnefle, coveroulnelle, Sc." 
But whavischis to different opinions, -or to the of 
upprefling fach. 

gepe thy felfe pure: It is;anin> 
all fach whom i it 

called . 


are thémoft materiall and obvious Objections that I have: 


~ 


~ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


called to lay hands and-ordajne Officers, that they ordaine ondy — 
_ For the fourth place ; 2Epift. obs 10.11. ( for I will give him s 
verfe more then he quotes, and yet not feare the caufe) If there conp 
any unto you, and bring not this dottrine, recerve hime not into your boufe, 
nor bid bim God-fpeed. Kor be that biddeth bim God-fpeed, 1 partaker 
of bis deeds. Firkt, this is written to a Lag , not to the Mag 

ftrate ; chen he requires onely a Neg of her,viz.nottobeapan 
“taker by any countenance, but he requires not to fuch a 


one. We muft not receive fach into ovr boufes pout we therefore 
the: 


caft themonet of their owne boxfés or ative Countrey, or 
‘into the prifon-houfe? And who are thus to be {hook off and dif 
countenanced ? Why, wbafoever brings not this dottrine, thatis, ifhe — 
bring another do€trine, as it is Gal. 1.5. another Gofpel chat over- 
throwes this ; Not ifthe differ in che underftanding of fome'con-. 
trovertible place.N againft whom this Scrip- 


ture is urged, brir dof&rine in and {pirim- 
all a ‘difcovery of it as others ? Becaufe they differ in point of dife- 
pline, doe they fet up another Gofpel? If you judge fo : chen bid. 
: but yet God doth noe bid you {peed them 
For the fifth and laft placé,’2 Rev. 2: 20. -Notwith Thave 
a few things againft thee, becaufe thon fidfereft shat woman 
who calleth her to teach and to feduce my fervants te 
commit fornication, @<. Now will you fée who and what fhee was 
that wasiuffered, both @ftrumpet, and a:diabolicall inftrument of 
fedution,and that to fornication ; (here well as 
‘and eo eat things facrificed to Idols: and will youconfider 


whom thee was fiffered, by the Church of Thyatirs thee is 
blamed or her and fure what ever Churchthould retaine or 
fuffer fuch a without the a tion of che cenfures to het, 


_ ‘deferve an Epiftle from Heaven, tobe written usito them in blond: — 
_and fuch a Memiber may be no wayes fheltred under any Church 
relation, from the fivord of the Magiftrate. 
‘Fhus you have heard chefe Witnefies {peake, what thinkeyee? 
they are brought? 


doe they fpcake to the purpofe for which 


& 


+ 
be 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
2 
‘ 
f 


ficate is bound:to ratifie che Decrees of the 


Jeaft ; For that Chrift deales wich the charges fim with 


point of faich.as well as I deny not,. 
ches, but in a particular Charch.::¢ Sur Chrift 


So Evil to the he Chorch of Shyrna i 


ifhrnent? Or is 


tes ridicu- 


Chaps ro. 


‘ceed againft all chat vary from chem with fevere 


ry tha he ma ore every 


ane thas differs. 


Bu know upon seat Serpe Revia.20. he will thifike 
ground to. ftate his. E-clefiafticall Coercive 


Fexsbel, therefore if there be not a Civill power, yet there 


_faffering 
isat lealt an Eccleftafticall pun-erto dealewith feducers.Nowforfich 


asthee,‘s.. We have: thavan Ecclefiafticall 
not faficient to deale wichall, but the CivillMapiftrate 
intere(t himfelie. 2. That there is a Church-posber 


alfoto 


ftareit not 
ion of Chur- 


swherethe Presbyterians doe, that is, a 
Angels of Ephefus and Smyrna tor Thyatirs s fault; who alldid .. 


belong to one Regional, though not to one Claficall Pres teryiNor 
doe 1. thase ic in the alone, .but within che whole body. — 


For though the Epiftle be tothe Angelof cheChurchof == 

that what is writeen toche A ngel,is ot concernment tothe Charch, 


clearly out of che Epiltles chemfelves: Not-onely 


but is writren to the Church. Fos or is i¢ written to che onedy,f 
hupw thy workes, andich arity, and férvice, and faith, and thy patience, _ 

and thy eeorkes, and the Loft to be giore theu the fir ft; pris 
body,of the Chucch ? whoa (be it.one or more’) chis is faid; co 


him-orchem it {aid jn.che nexe ve: fe, Thavefome- 


what againft thee,ére If it be the Church that is commended for her 
workes,and charity, &c. then it is che Church al(0, chavisherebla~ 


med for notiexerciling the power commisced co her 


co dealewithmen 


northzeatenthe 


om 
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fion ? The neareft-founding Scripture, and but in found, is that to | 
Timorhy, Lay bands fuddenly onnemin; But if he mighe 
ftakea BéfLop for ALAS fure there’s a great deale of diffe- | 
rence berween laying hands, and laying no bands and” | 
| 
| 


, bur is the Angel oncly. toin the zer{e, Foare nom 
rings that thowfrale bebold the Penall foal of 


Bux that generall Proclamation fhall ferve to evince it, which is be- 
fore every Epittle 5 Let bim thst barb an care beare what the Spirit 
faiah unio the Churehes : Not to the Angel onely, but 
is fens the Angel, as pert ofthe Church, whofe 
salle it is tQ recetze trom > and to comunanicate to the 
Chasch. Therefore when Chritt farthing againft thee, 
hemeanes again{t the Church fer fuffering Jeasbe!. So that as wee 
have found an Ecclefiafticall power, fo we have found for the fi 
of ibs fiona particular, Church os. body; and for the 
of es applicstion, its own members, as was. Pur now for 
thentsa partienlar Church, and there is no other minifirmg Church 
hath oncly the power of fubfiraction , withdrawing from them, or 
Quod apud A man that is an Heretick, after the firft ands 
which isan act, whereby a Member 
fui, themlelves, exercifes not any power ever others. In pradtife 
fet ot. huule, aga lig he to the underftanding of  Eecletiatticall 
vidifit io, Hiltory-farnithes us with the Inftances. of the *Apottle Jobn, and. 


profelicdly avoyding the fociery of Hereticks's 
any power overthem, oragainit them.) 
itd» ot Ghunch-Dijcipline isconfonant and 
eens, Fugianns “toinight reajo, ard to. the Fade adminiftration : Where:a 
buic me tryed by his. Peeres.: and’tis fie he fhould be fo in fpirienall 
things judged-by his And there iso: reafon: or ju- 
watur,verita- and confalted'with other Churchiesimay be,'ought'to be, 
tis mimicus. matnee of the cafe-for weight , difftculey ‘and’ difference re* 
dem etiam ipfe it, 
But to come to che There. 
chrens The one is power of judging, de 
curriffit, dice- cer thining,. impoling dottrines, and conclatio all ‘men. 
tifbs 2. The other a power of :nafmitting, and delivering o- 


nas, dgnofco ver tothe and: 
) pri- {tiring up his power in cafe of difobe- 


tana. Now frit of chefe; in vainc is it faid , Try al things, if a 
14. od 


Aad fo. 1 might inftance in the other Churches, | 


| 


Chink. | 


L andif when I have cryed am but where I was, to wit, i mutt 


‘cis frais 2. Theythat have righ 


and unduely were they commended, if that do€tcine were impok 


tranfmictin 
mores, ( wherein he is of himfelfe con{cious of his ducy and obliga- 


_tion, and needs no initigation ) but of things pertaining proper 
 any-externall force and 


| mor come to de} 


the of she 


Literty of Confcience fated, 
judgement to beimade; and that judgement to a pradlife com 
firmed, or not; It nor, as good not ay 


concluded by others vote and impotition ; If yea, then to what 
fe is che impoficion? tor it approve ic, the impofition is: 
cand power: of- 
Lards of my Faith ; fo are not any men, the Apoftles 
hemfelves affumed ic not : For by faith yee fiand. Take away a Chri- 
tians f2ith, you take away his legs, his /tanding from un- 
him. 3. In vaine did che Berears try the Apoftles do&rine 


upon them. 4. If yee Presbytery have power co impo doétriness 


then they muft have — of Excommunication over all chofe on © 


whom impote: F or power of commanding , without of 
 difubedience, is a ridiculous fhadow and image of po 


Ic is like Fupiters leg, fent downe to be the King of Frogges 
they /eapt.xpon and icorned. Buc this power of Excommunicating, 
we have found a proper feat and fubje& for it already, é¢vem a parti- 


cular Church, and ull our Brethren fhew out of Scripture; a 


dination of Churches, I need fay MOTE ; and ifehey, doe 


Twill with them. 


For the other branich, ftigaring gthe Magiftrates whichis noe to 
fuch things to him as doe pertinere ad 


to Confcience. In which cafes, as Minitters are not inftra&ed wi 
to be exercifed by thenvlelves againft 


men ; fure alfo they ought not fevire per alios, 3 ftirreup the Mag 


er a For the Office of the Miniftery beares'no tela- 
| tot 


ifhment. The Magiftrateis properly the Adini- 


fler of God for ry itis fic for Miniters to fayan Cini 
beet to ave alive. 


added tothe 
that would 
that 


apn the namely, to dlfchacge 


Offices ca bei 


viven for che’ Office ofa Raling Ely inte Chor, | 


| 

" 

them 


nemo ad 


them therein, laying che of fevere reproofe to the roote of every 
finnewiNow if this be a worke of that nature, that God in his wif 
dome hath priviledg’d the Miniftry from , left it might make their _ 
perfons, and fo their doctrine lefle acceptable,( the Mfiniftry having 
nieed:to be like. one that hss .2plesfant voice, and can play well on an 
oe )andan.contideration hereof, hath for this work found- 
a diftinit Ofhed in his Church; we thinke thole Minifters 
wide wifely for themfelves,and the acceptance of their Miniftry, 
that will chruft themfelves into a more dif-affecting Office, namely, 
tobePromuters., Fell-nales , Appparitors, or Summers to tse Civil} 
Magiftrates Gourts? We know how apt:mem areto receive therruth 
inrefpett of perfors:: Minifters had not need then, to incurre needlefe 
judice. We know how Minilters perfonall/ faults, make theirdo- 
be loathed, fleighted, and dif-efteemed. Ie never hcare 
him, fays,onc; he is.an surer 5 and:of another , he is very worldly, 
and.covetous ; There. isindeed.an uncomelinefle more then-ordina- 
in the match of fuch vices with fuch a calling : High talke. becomes 
uot afoole( Solimon andis not this as deepé and cfic&uall 
an exception againil-a Minifter,; Oh, he as a erwel/ man, he made 
) fach a poore man 'fued, and he caufed fuch a one to be caf in pri- 
fon for a little difference in opinion, when:they agreed in the 
maine, wife artdchildrn were neady to flarve the wbile Will 
not this bring the curfe of che poorefuffering Families upon 
Andhe is a proud man, will breake the backe-of any,.that will 
not be of bas-mind?Qh how dothshis.prejudice the whole fome cruchs 
that fach men may deliver? And bow farre arethofe Minifters.that 
give duch decafion, and with. whom fuch confiderations prevaile— 
nothing, from Pasls {pirit and temper, who that'he might cveate 
the greater opportunity to him(elfe among the Corinthians, would 
not afethat power that-he had of /iving upon them, and-being bur- 
denifome so them: and-content himfelfe wich a fallacy ,* That she 
thers muft lay up for their children : fo carefull was he even to aver-dee, 
ad in removing prejudices that might be (-shough mor juftly) in camall 
Secondly, We have *Chrifts example, shat would not have fore 
num non ad bunt mundum, wt effet Legis gladii, fed gratie tantum & Evangtli 
Ser pr Ommibus peccatorum pinit entiam, Sionem ; non cfpcerct fupplisiis fa 
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Chap.to. “Liberty of Confeienew Ge. 
bodes nor could no when male 


‘Toconclude , it is a.Rule which I have obferved in pradent Pa- 


with it, chen we can with ours ; for he came t6°‘fulfill 


= proceeding againft her out of incogi- 
tance or forgetful: tor he fays, 


and. finners, but he-cared not for that,he went:as far as his office féd 


him, and he advanced his Fathers bufines by thaccarriape. 


yents, not to encourage their children to informe of one anothers 
feults,(but let the fervazts doe it) becaufe it doch not nourifh love, 
but difaffes them towards one.another: and it good Rule, 


which we ought to obferve-in- this bigher relation, berween Paffors 


and people , which fhould: be carried with all she freeneffe that may 


Hath no mn accnfed thee ? 
Sheeanfwered, nox Neither doe I, fays Chrift, onely goe and finne'no 
hore. Uknow Chrift got an il! name by chis , The friend of Publicians 


* 


N and chat they conclude for a greater liberty then * fome Bre- “ ix, The 
Conzregatio- 


thren want, hope you will fave them the labour of asking their li- 
berty at:-your hands. Not that we hall chinke chem bard cermesto 


ashe and bave, or that we would not be bebolden to yous If you will 
have it of grace as well asdebt, or not of debt, wee arecontentdo te 
receive it. We acknowledge it is of the Lords free grace aud merey 
that wee enjoy tbat liberty that wee doe, that wee have enjoyed it 
thus long,as it were a breathing {pace : and that our Parliament are 


not as * fons of Belial, that\smang¢annot [peak unto; Nay, far enough ” 


from that, great is our boldneffe towards you, and our hearts are inlar- 


ged, both to you and for you. Wee never goe before the throne of _ 


grace,but we carry you in our besrts and prayers along wich. 
of yours; and are full of hope, that God who hath concurr'd with 


you thus far,and afted you to fo many worthy and memorable dé 


s Chrift, hath not concel- 


| When they brought co him the Womati takeri in the 

& of ; they that apprehended her , were there to witnefle | 

| it: Chrift doth not now accufé her. to the Magiftrare, nor doth he | 
bid chem to doe it,but he doth what was fit for a A4inifter, a bring- 
er of good things to doe: He exborts her co repent, Goe'and fintte'ne 

grees of fervies.o rir 1G om 


*Luk.t2.43. phe Lard whew. be comes may find you * fo doing. 


od that. difpleafire againit both you as to referve ydurfiox 
opened by your meanes. And let it nOt beimputed £0 

ganeey day wherein our felves are but Prabatieners, our 

Principles {peake for. arhers as well as.our felves. Common 

ty if there be a wegieseia, a redundancy of any thing where} 

wemay profx others alfo, that we fhould extend the overpies unto 
them, and that icfhould not run out to Joffe: Buc the Royall Law of 
love commands us not to foeke our own things, but every one bis Bros 
thers weale, and to ferve-them 4efore our felves, accounting it a 
blefjed thing to of their reft and ‘peace, then toinjiy 
our-owne. We fball blefle God, it be fhall fo far clear | ws. 
in yeur thoughts but our peace and liberty will not fall with 
that rich and full contentment into our bofomes , exceptall that 

walke conjcientioufly and inoffenfively, may injoy the fame withus. 
Now be Father of lights, from whom comes dowene every 

and penfeld gift, fill your mith wifdome and ability te difcerne bermeen the 

gafenen, and mans greatneffe,: and the interefts of God and: be 

glory, that you may adminifter rightly in this matter, as in all thingr; 

that we may have more and more caufe to bleffe God for thofe quiet and 
peaceable lives we lead under-you, in all godlineffe and bonefty : and that — 
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CONFUTATION 
a of fome grounds for | 


AS ALSO, 


Concerning the form Church, 
put forth againft mee by one 
THOMAS LAMB. 


Hereunto is addded, 


A Difcourfe ofthe Verity and Validity of Infants 


Baptifme,wherein I endevour to clear it in it felf: As alfo in xa 
the Miniftery adminiftring it,and the manner of adminiftration, ra 
by Sprinkling,and not Di pping; with fundry other | Ls 


- particulars handled herein, 


‘By George Philips of W. atertown New 


MATTH7.15- 
Beware of Prophets.vbich come unto you in S hing. 
parvulo recens nato, ufque ad decrepitum fenem, nullus probibend 


Dic queso & omni me libera queftione,quare inf antuli baptizentur ? 
Orthodox : ut iis peccata in baptifmate dimit: antur, Hieron. ad- 


10 his Shop in head-Alley. 164, | 


eft a Baptifi mo, Augutt. Enchirid.cap.42. 
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